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The seventy-ninth meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be 


held at the 


HYATT HOUSE 


4500 West Touhy Ave: 
Lincolnwood, Illinois 
SUNDAY - JANUARY 18, 1976 


Please note that the January meeting will be our Annual Awards and Installation Dinner 
and will replace the regular meeting normally held on the fourth Wednesday. 

INSI ANNUAL DINNER : Peggy Goldsmith has made arrangments with the Hyatt House for this 
annual club event. This is a prestigious location, and, of course, we will have our 
own private dining room. This affair, the most important INSI social event of the year, 
will feature, in addition to good food, door prizes, a numismatic souvenir, and an 
interesting program. Every member and their family should plan to attend. It will be 
an evening of good entertainment and socializing with your INSI friends. The price is 
$10.50 for beef and $9.75 for fish, the total cost for each person. If you haven't 
already paid, please contact Peggy at 673-8514 and make your arrangements as soon as 
possible. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE : I would like to take this opportunity to thank the membership of 
INSI for their confidence in re-electing the officers for another term. Now that we 
have been re-elected, please do not forget us; we need your support, especially for 
meeting attendance (and on time, please). Do not just be a dues-paying member, attend 
and participate in the meetings. It can be very rewarding. Also, we need program 
suggestions for future meetings. If any members know speakers who are available and 
suitable for our group, please notify me. 

January 18, at our Annual Dinner Meeting, your officers will be installed. Show your 
support and plan to attend. 

RECAP OF DECEMBER MEETING : Due to the absence of President Stewart Koppel (he was on the 
sick list, but we are glad to report that he is now fully recovered). First Vice President 
Morris Goldberg conducted the meeting. After the visitors were welcomed, the Treasurer's 
report was given by Robert Leonard. Dr. Goldberg then gave a report of the recent INSI 
Board meeting relating to the proposed plans for an Illinois Numismatic Assocation-INSI 
combined show. This event is tentatively scheduled to take place in the Fall of 1977. 

Dr. Goldberg then called on Ben Odesser for the nominating committee's slate of officers 
for 1976. These nominees, the same as those for 1975, were unanimously elected for another 
year. We want to congratulate them on their re-election and to thank them for a job well 
done during the past year — Robert Greenstein then conducted a raffle. The lucky winner 
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was Dr. E. Margo!iash; his prize was an ancient, clay lamp. The exhibits were next. The 

meeting was adjourned and the Hanukkah party was started. There were plenty of goodies - 

special thanks to Aaron and Selma Kaplan, Peggy Goldsmith and Norbert Jericho for making 
this event a success. 

EXHIBITS : Dr. Saul Needleman exhibited the complete set, including the 1976 piece, of 
official State of Israel "Season's Greetings" New Year Tokens. The Greetings first 
started with a Numismatic Greeting Card in 1963. The tokens started in 1964 with an 
encased one Agora coin. (There are two varieties, one with normal one Agora coin and 
one with the inverted reverse). The 1965 issue was a bookmark with an encased brass 22 mm. 
Medal of Liberation. There are 6 types in 4 colors of the plastic, a total of 18 varieties. 
From 1966 through 1976, the issues were a 30 mm. nickel alloy piece. Also, in 1976, there 
were two varieties. Originally, the error issue, misspelling of the word "Greetings" 
("Greatings"), and the corrected version. Saul's complete type collection of these very 
popular tokens is probably one of the few in our INSI group. -- In addition, Saul also 

had a complete set of AINA Tokens, including the new 1976 issue. These pieces, similar 

to the official New Year Tokens, are struck by IGCMC and are issued by AINA, are given 
annually to its members. The first issue was in 1973. 

In keeping with the spirit of the season. Dr. Morris Goldberg exhibited the complete 
collection of Franklin Mint Hanukkah Medals. These were first struck in 1968 in nickel- 
silver, bronze and silver and were issued by the Journal of Israel Numismatics. In 1970, 
Franklin Mint struck and issued these in the same three metals but in 39 mm. However, in 
1971, both the Judaic Heritage Society & Franklin Mint issued a 39 mm. Hanukkah Medal in 
bronze and silver. From 1972 to 1976, a 39 mm. bronze and silver were struck and issued 
by Franklin Mint; the bronze usually in a card and the silver in a display case. These 
medals are beautiful, collectable Judaic items. We thank Dr. Goldberg for bringing this 
collection to the meeting. 

The last exhibitor was Ben Odesser who displayed and spoke on an interesting pin-back button. 
This piece bore the inscription "Maccabees-heros of Palestine". It was made in the 1930's 
when this successful soccer team toured the United States. Ben wanted to call attention 
to the fact that the Jews living in the Holy Land in pre-State of Israel time were 
"Palestinians" but now the displaced Arabs call themselves "Palestinians". 

1976 INSI DUES : Many of our members have already paid their 1976 dues. If you are unable 
to attend the next meeting, you may make your check payable to INSI and mail to the club 
address. The regular adult membership is only $6.00 per year; family membership is $7.00. 
Junior membership, for those below 18 years of age, is $3.00. 

INSI PERSONALS : December was THE Birthday Month for many INSI members. We wish many 
happy returns to Nathan Eg1 it. Dr. Morris Goldberg, Alvin Goldsmith, Robert Greenstein, 

Henry Jaskiewicz, Dr. H. J. Melon, Louis Nagy, Benjamin Nortman, Benjamin Odesser, and 
Donald Oppenheim. Although all of these members are men, we have to mention a famous lady 
with a December birthday, Henrietta Szold. 

THE 1976 AINA ISRAEL TRIP : This is just another reminder of the next IGCMC - AINA co¬ 
sponsored trip to Israel that will take place March 11-25, 1976. For more information 
and a brochure, please write to AINA, 91-31 Queens Boulevard, Elmhurst, New York 11373. 

NEW JUDAIC HERITAGE SOCIETY MEDAL SERIES : The Judaic Heritage Society, Suite 4011, 

866 United Nations Plaza, New York, New York 10017, recently started their latest program, 
"The medal 1ic History of the Jewish People in our Time". In this series, there will be one 
issue per month, each 39 mm. medal to be struck in gold, silver and bronze. Israeli 
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statesman, Abba Eban, will advise Robert Weber and Fred Bertram 
in the development of the project. This new series will be, in a 
sense, a continuation of the completed "Medallie History of the 
Jewish People" which told the story from the time of Abraham, the 
first Hebrew, through the premiership of Gold Meir. The first medal 
of the series will be "Olympic Massacre" (see illustration), created 
by American medalist Mico Kaufman, and will honor the memory of the 
eleven Israeli athletes murdered at the 1972 Munich Olympics. 
Additional information and prices may be obtained by writing to the 
above address. 

NEW J UDAIC WOODEN NICKEL : A new idea, a combination of a "Happy 
Hanukkah" and a "Merry Christmas" wooden nickel has recently been 
issued (see illustration). This dual religious greeting token bears 
"HAPPY HANUKKAH 5736 OMAHA, NEBR. LEWIS LAVINE", etc., on one side 
and "MERRY CHRISTMAS 1975 OMAHA, NEBR. DON THIBODEAU" etc., on the 
other. Judaic tokens collectors and wooden money collectors may 
ng pieces from Don Thibodeau, 4327 Corby Street, 
for 15<t each, two for 25<t, plus a stamped, self- 


A JUDAIC WOODEN DOLLAR: A first Jewish Wooden Dollar was recently 
issued by a congregation in Albany, New York. On one side, this 
2" diameter piece features a Star of David and the inscription 
"ONE CHAI LIFE DOLLAR" (see illustration). The reverse shows a 
Menorah and "B'NAI SHOLOM The New Reform Congregation Founded 1971 
Albany, N.Y." This attractive token is available to collectors 
from Mrs. Ida Greenstein, B'Nai Sholom Congregation, 1215 Western 
Avenue, Albany, New York 12203. The price is 35<t each or three 
for $1.00 plus a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 

THE DAVID M A RK BERGER MEMORIAL MEDAL : To commemorate the third 
anniversary of the death of David Mark Berger, The David Mark Berger 
Chapter of the American Red Magen David for Israel, of Cleveland, 

Ohio, has issued a commemorative medal. David was a member of the 
Israeli Olympic Team that was in Munich in 1972 and was killed by 
the Arab terrorists. On the obverse of the medal is the 
sculptured portrait of the fallen athlete, with the inscription 
"IN MEMORY OF DAVID MARK BERGER MUNICH SEPTEMBER 5, 1972". The 
reverse features the Star of David, the emblem of Magen David Adorn 

and the motto "He who saves one life is like unto him who saves the world". Designed by 
Jacob Hennenberg of Cleveland, the medal was struck in .999 fine silver and 24 K. gold 
(1.8 oz.) by the Washington Mint of Cleveland. The price of the 39 mm. silver medal is 
$25.00 plus $1.00 service and the gold is $550.00 plus $2.50. These are available from 
Medals Chairman, Sam Richman, 2111 South Green Road, South Euclid, Ohio 44121. 





NEW HADASSAH UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL MEDAL : Incomplete information on a new State Medal to 

mark the reopening of Hadassah University 
Hospital has been received. This hospita’ 
is on Mt. Scopus, in territory recovered 
from the Arabs in the Six Day War of 
1967. Prior to this time, it was closed 
to the Israelis due to Arab occupation. 
The entire obverse of this attractive 
medal pictures an isometric view of the 
hospital buildings. A Hebrew inscription 
on the right and curved around the bottom 
in English is "GREATER THE LATTER GLORY 
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THAN THE FORMER". The reverse features the Hadassah Emblem in the center, the date 
"1975" on the left and its Hebrew equivalent on the right. Curved around the upper half 
of the rim In Hebrew and around the lower half in English is "HADASSAH UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 
MT. SCOPUS". The sizes, metals and prices will be reported when this information becomes 
available. 


NEW CHAIM WEIZMANN STATE MEDAL : An official commemorative State Medal is to be issued 
in the early part of 1976 in honor 
of Chaim Weizmann. The obverse of 
this centenary medal portrays the 
Zionist likeness to the left, just 
below is the inscription "CHAIM 
WEIZMANN FIRST PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL" 
in Hebrew and in English. The 
reverse of the medal features a 
crown with the legend "CROWN OF 
LEARNING AND OF STATEHOOD" in 
Hebrew and English. Below is 
the rim inscription "Birth Centenary 
1874-1974" in English and in Hebrew. 

This medal is to be struck in 59 mm. 
bronze, 37 mm. silver and 35 mm. gold. 

As of this writing, prices are not available, but this information will be published as 
soon as possible. Additional information about the above and other State Medals may be 
obtained by writing to Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation, 850 Third Avenue, 
New York, New York 10022. 




JUDAIC WOODEN DOLLAR 
of B'Nai Sholom Congregation 
Albany, New York (see page 3) 


INSI BRIEFS : No one submitted an article for INSI Briefs this month and none appears in 
this issue. Do you like this feature? Do you want an INSI Brief in each issue? But 
will you write one? It is simpler than you think to prepare a short article - and you 
are guaranteed publication. Otherwise, we will discontinue this feature. 

See Saul Needleman if you are interested in writing an INSI brief. 


President - Mr. Stewart Koppel 
First Vice President - Dr. Morris Goldberg 
Second Vice President - Mr. Leo Hecht 
Board Members - Dr. Herbert Lippitz, Mr. 


Secretary - Mr. Robert Greenstein 
Treasurer - Mr. Robert Leonard 
Editor - Mr. Harry Flower 
Kaplan, Dr. Saul Needleman. Mr. Harry Flower 
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February 1976 


BULLETIN 


OF ILLINOIS 

Box 932, Ravinia Station 
Highland Park, IL, 60035 


The eightieth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will 
be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, February 25, 1976 
8:00 p.m. 

RECAP OF JANUARY DINNER MEETING : The 4th Annual Awards and Installation Dinner was 
attended by members and guests. This affair was a success - the private room was 
spacious and in very good taste, the food was excellent, the program was interesting 
and the entertainment was enjoyable. At each place setting was a Numismatic Souvenir 
This was a blue ribbon, stamped with ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS - ANNUAL 
DINNER - January 18, 1976, and attached was a one Agora Israel Coin. After the very 
fine dinner, President Stewart Koppel, welcomed the members and guests. He then turned 
the meeting over to Mr. Harry Flower to perform the installation ceremony. Harry 
started the proceedings by calling the newly elected officers (which were the incumbents 
of 1975) to the stage and relieved them of their 1975 INSI status. These officers were 
Mr. Stewart Koppel (President), Dr. Morris Goldberg (First Vice President), Mr. Leo Hecht 
(Second Vice President), Mr. Robert Leonard (Treasurer) and Mr. Robert Greenstein 
(Secretary). 


Installing officer, Harry Flower, gave a biographical sketch of each of these men, 
touching on their education, hobbies and vocation. After pronouncing the officers 
installed, he presented the gavel to President Koppel. Stuart's first official act for 
1976 was the awarding of a beautiful plaque to Dr. Alan Feinberg. This was an award of 
appreciation for the years of work with the INSI BULLETIN. For six years Dr. Feinberg 
had proof-read and produced the master copy and, in addition, for three years had printed, 
folded, stamped, and mailed these to the membership. Unfortunately, Dr. Feinberg was 
unable to attend. Through this Bulletin, the membership wants to congratulate him for 
receiving this honor and to thank him for his dedicated work for our club. Stewart then 
announced that the next regular meeting would be at the Skokie Library on February 25 
and requested that the members try to be prompt. Dr. Herbert Lippitz gave a report of 
his recent visit to the Israel Government Coins & Medals Corporation's new headquarters 
in Jerusalem, and also, about their new policies. This information was important and 
pertinent to our hobby and interests. The drawings for door prizes were next, this 
was conducted by Robert Greenstein. The lucky winners for two State of Israel official 
medals were Mrs. Gayle Gelfand and Mr. Alvin Goldsmith. President Koppel then turned 
the meeting over to Agnes Sampson, an accordionist and entertainer. Ms. Sampson gave 
a delightful program of accordion music, songs and community singing. Her performance 
was entertaining and was enjoyed by all. 
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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM STATE MEDAL : Just issued by the Israel Government 

Coins & Medals Corp. (GCMC) is this official 
State Medal to commemorate the 50-year 
anniversary of the opening of the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. This University 
was dedicated April 1, 1925, on 
Mount Scopus but was cut off from 
Western Jerusalem during the War of 
Independence. In June, 1967, the exile 
was over and the restoration of the 
University was begun. The obverse of the 
medal features the University Emblem and 
the Hebrew and English inscription "THE 
HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM JUBILEE 
1925-1975". The reverse pictures a view 
of the buildings with a column of students 
entering, below is the legend, "For Instruction Shall Come Forth From Zion". The medal 
was struck in 59 mm. bronze and in 45 mm. silver by S. Kretchner & Sons of Jerusalem, 
and is available from IGCMC at 850 Third Avenue, New York, New York, 10022. 

NEW TECHNION STATE MEDALS: Technion, Israel's Institute of Technology, is issuing three 
medals to commemorate its 50th Anniversary. This institution has provided leadership 


(1) (2) (3) (4) 

in Israel in the fields of industry, agriculture, defense, architecture and construction. 
The first building site was laid in Haifa in 1912. As technological needs expanded, 
courses now include aeronautical engineering, computer science, bio-medical engineering, 
materials engineering and solid state physics. There are three medals in this series. 

The common reverse (Figure 1) bears the emblem of Technion and the inscription "technion 
jubilee israel institute of technology 1924-1974" in Hebrew and in English. The obverse 
of the 59 mm. bronze (Figure 2) features a three-dimensional modular structure; mathe¬ 
matics is the feature on the 45 mm. silver medal (Figure 3) and is represented by figures 
and by a circular area divided into segments according to set ratios; and finally, the 
35 mm. gold medal (Figure 4) features the symbolization of the Theory of Pythagoras. 

(The Pythagorean Theorem: the square of the length of the hypotenuse of a right triangle 
equals the sum of the squares of the lengths of the other two sides). These medals are 
also available from IGCMC, address has been given above. The membership will be notified 
through this Bulletin when club orders will be available. 

AINA-ISRAEL TRIP IN MARCH : This is a "last minute" reminder of the 8th Annual Trip to 
Israel which will take place March 11-25, 1976. There is still time. If interested, 
write or call American Israel Numismatic Association, 91-31 Queens Blvd., Elmhurst, N.Y. 
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THRFF NEW BOOKS ON ISRAELI AND JUDAIC NUMISMATICS: Three important books pertaining 
to our interests are scheduled to be released in "the near future Kagan s Second 
Edition of ISRAEL'S MONEY & MEDALS 1948/1975 will probably be ready for distribution 
in March or April. This book will be in a new loose-leaf format and will include new 
sections on topics not covered in the first edition. Ordering information, when 
available, will be published in this Bulletin. 


Sylvia Haffner's new book Encyclopedia of Israel's T okens and Medals is scheduled for 
release soon. This major numismatic work will also be in loose-leaf form and contain 
over 1500 illustrations. It will cover numismatic items other than those issued by 
IGCMC. 


Jewish Minters and Medalists by Daniel M. Friedenberg will soon be available from The 
Jewish Publication Society of America, 1528 Walnut Street, Suite 800, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 19102, priced at $12.50. This 130 page, illustrated volume, presents a 
pictorial history of Jewish coiners and medalists in the two millennia following the 
destruction of ancient Judea. This publication will be available at a special price 
with a club order. If interested, please contact your Bulletin editor at the February 
meeting. 


M0YNIHAN MEDAL ISSUED BY JUDAIC HERITAGE SOCIETY: Continuing a tradition that was 
started in 1972, The Judaic Heritage Society recently bestowed its Annual Award Medal 
to Daniel Patrick Moynihan. The U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations was chosen for this honor for recognition of 
his outspoken rejection of the General Assembly's recent 
resolution equating Zionism with racism. The 1973 recipient 
of this award was former Israeli Premier Golda Meir; 

Senator Henry "Scoop" Jackson was selected in 1974. The 
present 1975 Award Medal was struck in 14 karat gold, 
sterling silver, and in bronze, 1-1/2 inch size by Art 
Medals, Inc., Brookfield, Connecticut. They are available 
from The Judaic Heritage Society, Suite 4011, 866 United 
Nations Plaza, New York, New York 10017. 

INSI PERSONALS : February is the birth month of many famous people; among these are 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. INSI members born this month are Melvin Greenstein 
Dr. E. Margoliash, Paul Moss, Hyman Siegel and David Silverman. Best wishes to all of 
you. Also born in February was the popular Humorist Sholom Aleichem. 

PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY : The program for this meeting will be a film. This color, 18 minute 
movie is titled, "Israel - The Country and Its Commemorative Coins". It is a new 
production, made by the Israel Government. We have been told that it is excellent - a 
professional film, interesting, informative, and historical. Be sure to attend the first 
showing in the Chicago area. Of course, friends and other interested persons are welcome 
to attend. 



Important free gift for all members attending meeting. 


President - Mr. Stewart Koppel 

First Vice President - Dr. Morris Goldberg 

Second Vice President - Mr. Leo Hecht 

Board Members - Dr. Herbert Lippitz, Mr. A 


Secretary - Mr. Robert Greenstein 
Treasurer - Mr. Robert Leonard 
Editor - Mr. Harry Flower 
Assoc. Editor - Dr. Alan Feinberg 
Kaplan, Dr. Saul Needleman, Mr. Harry Flower 









INSI BRIEFS 


THE PURIM "HALF-SHEKEL" COINS 
by 

Robert Greenstein 



The shortest series of Israel Commemorative coins was the Purim 1/2 Shekel pieces of 
1961 and 1962. The designs for both years were the same, with the date being the 
only difference. The reverse depicts an ancient half shekel from the third year of 
the first Jewish revolt against the Romans (66-70 CE). The obverse carries the date, 
denomination, and the name of Israel in Hebrew and Arabic. 

The Feast of Purim celebrates the deliverance of the Jews from the plot of Haman, 
who wanted to destroy them, and their being saved by Mordecai and Esther. The story 
is told in Megilat Esther (Scroll of Esther), which is read twice on Purim, once after 
nightfall and again in the morning. Every Jew is required to hear every word of the 
megilah twice. 

There are many laws and customs for Purim. One custom is for the kids to make lots of 
noise when the name of Haman is mentioned. This is to blot out the memory of Amalek, 
of which Haman was a descendant. The Amelakites were enemies of the Jews even in 
earlier Biblical times. Another custom is to get very drunk so that you cannot tell 
the difference between Haman the bad guy and Mordecai the good guy. 

Since the megilah is actually a letter, it should be read as such. That is why it is 
folded up when read, not unrolled as is common with a scroll. It is, however, hand 
lettered by a scribe on parchment, as is a torah scroll. 

Another two laws are Shalach Manot and Matanot L'Evyonim. These govern gifts of food 
and money. The Shalch Manot deals with foods and to fulfill the law, one must give 
three types of food. One of the types of food customarily given is Hamentaschen, or 
Hamans ears which is a triangularly shaped pastry. 

The law for which the coin was struck is the giving of the half shekel. It was 
collected every year from all the people for the upkeep of the Temple. It is now used 
for the upkeep of the synagogues. 


Please credit Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois BULLETIN and AUTHOR for any 
reproduction of this material. 
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BULLETIN 


Box 932, Ravinia Station 
Highland Park, IL. 60035 


The eighty-first general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) 
will be held at the 

SHERATON-CHICAGO HOTEL 
505 N. Michigan Avenue 
during the 

CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL COIN FAIR 

SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 1976 
11:00 a.m. 

Lake Erie Room, 8th Floor 

This special meeting at the Sheraton will replace the regular Wednesday evening meetinq 
at the Library. More later. 3 a 


gECAP OF FEBRUARY MEETING: In the absence of President Stewart Koppel, First Vice 
President Morris Goldberg conducted the meeting. The visitors were welcomed and 
Treasurer Robert Leonard gave his report. Dr. Goldberg informed us that our INSI will 
nf TNr!v^ S ° r h show with the Illinois Numismatic Society. Bob Leonard, an officer 
^ d K Why :• Be ? 0desser read a letter from Mr. Yitzhak Avni. Saul Needleman 

Holoita? th An e TN?T ShiP K ab0Ut J he / e ^ ent surgery that Dr. Alan Feinberg had at Evanston 
Hospital; All INSI members extend their very best wishes for a quick recovery 

membership He f the t CH ! CAG0 INTERNATIONAL COIN FAIR, then addressed the 

have our mnnth?v m P d I 5 SI . t0 Participate in this important numismatic event and to 
the Sheraton a} n m e 9 dunn i ^ f * lr \ “ was «>ted to have our March meeting at 

meetina ?nrPhiL wh p- ° n9unday > March 21 • This wil1 replace the regular Wednesday 
meeting. For those who haven t seen a coin show or fair, this will be an excellent 

the°taWePof the cninT 61 ^ y ° ur .. INSI meetin 9 a " d then enjoy the many exhibits and visit 
tne tables of the coin dealers? We want to thank Bill for his invitation In rlosinn 

sin?r e ?om ed J! ( uL W1 ^ ^ W0 books. Select Numismatic Bibliograp hy and Italian Coin Enoravers 
E vlra Ellza Clain-Stefanelli, who is Assoc ate cUTF tor, Division of 
Numismatics, Smithsonian Institution. Again, many thanks. division or 

?rrwr ? ol j! smi i h ’"formed the members of the large package that she had received from 
IGCMC in New York containing kits of official brochures ... the kit is labeled "Israel 

oP^Ps^hln^^^^o^lh^PulefSP^d SX B i???“ ^ ^ ^ t0 

5WK ”»«!'1SS.2 is,. yBAtSVBP “ • 

sraa-?« t saRS-wS.- 

GoldLttsa^ Needlema n V for TplT^ "* ^ t0 ttank ° aVid 
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CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL COIN FAIR : This event will take place at the Sheraton-Chicago 
Hotel, 505 N. Michigan Avenue, March 19-21, 1976. The Chairman is Mr. William Pettit. 

This Coin Show will feature a large Coin Bourse, well known 
dealers from many parts of the world, an impressive group of 
speakers at the educational forum, and an interesting group of 
exhibits. Some of the exhibits will be those of INSI members, 
among these, the prize-winning "Gold Coins of Israel" by 
Stewart Koppel and "History of Jerusalem in Coins" by Saul Needleman. 

Several specialized numismatic groups are planning meetings in 
conjunction with the CICF. These include International Bank Note 
Society, Organization of International Numismatists (OIN), 

Polish American Numismatic Association, Ancient Coin Club of America, and our own 
Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois. 

Some of our members will meet earlier for breakfast at the hotel on Sunday morning; every 
INSI member is welcome to join this group. Why not bring your family and friends for a 
Numismatic Sunday at the Sheraton? 

EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor was Harry Flower who had three books by Daniel M. Friedenberg. 
These were Great Jewish Portr aits in Metal, Jewish Medals From the Renaissance to the Fall 
of Napoleon , and thirdly, Jews and the Art of the Medal. He then spoke of Mr. Friedenberg's 
latest book, Jewish Minters and Medalists . (See INSI Bulletin of February, 1976, page 3, 
for availability.) Harry also displayed the first two medals in the new series, "The 
Medal lie History of the Jewish People of Our Time". (See INSI Bulletin of January, 1976, 
pages 2 and 3). 

Norbert Jericho brought an old reproduction of an important and historical medal of Judaic 
interest. This medal was made in 1735 to commemorate the appointment of Rabbit Eleazar 
ben Samuel Shmelka of Brody, in eastern Poland, as Chief Rr UL - 
of the Ashkenazi community of Amsterdam. The piece was 
executed by a Jewish craftsman in silver and bronze, 1-7/8 
inches in diameter. The obverse features the Rabbi with 
an Eastern European high round hat and a beard, his poorly 
sculptured right hand on an open book. Curved above is a 
Hebrew legend, "Our teacher, the Rabbi Eleazar, son of our 
teacher, the Rabbi Shmuel, President of the Rabbinical 
Seminary of the Holy Congregation in Brod". The reverse 
shows only Hebrew inscriptions that are jammed together 
in somewhat of a mish-mash of quotations. These were 
"Sayings of the Fathers" and from several Books of the 
Bible. Artistically, the medal is only mediocre; 
historically, it is the first medal in history, unequivocally, to be made by a Jewish 
medalist. We thank Norbert for bringing this impressive medal to our meeting. 

Dr. Saul Needleman had an interesting item, a postal card that was mailed from Israel to 
Eqypt. It had been rubber-stamped, "Return to Sender, Postal Service Not Available". 

Saul also had a beautiful Episcopal communion token with a proof finish. This piece was 
made in the U.S. in 1870 and features a tent of meeting as described in the Bible and the 
Hebrew word, "Jehovah". 

The last exhibitor was Greg Gaskill, a visitor to our meeting. Greg exhibited and spoke 
on seven pieces of Colonial Currency printed by Benjamin Franklin. 

INSI DUES FOR 1976 : Club dues for the current year are now past due. If you have not 
paid and are unable to attend the next meeting, please mail your check to the club address. 
This will be the last Bulletin to those not paid by this meeting. 
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l FRNFR'S fit.h TSSIIF OF YOM KIPPUR WAR MEDAL SERIES: Mr. Avraham Lerner has just released 

-- the sixth and last medal of this series. As usual, 

the symbolisms that are expressed on these medals 
are historically meaningful and commemorate an 
important event in the history of the Holy Land. 
These medals were all produced from hand cut dies; 
only 650 were struck in 999 fine silver, 32 mm. in 
diameter, weighing 18.65 grams. 


"In a tent at a point called Kilometer 101 on the 
highway from Cairo to Suez", to review the situation 
at that time, "a cease fire was formalized by the warring parties. Under U.N. auspices, 
Egyptian General Gamasi and Israeli General Yariv signed the cease fire and negotiated an 
agreement on the prisoner of war exchange, culminating with an actual handshake. This 
symbolic gesture and the following negotiations on disengagement have broken a deadlock 
and are a move towards peace." 



The obverse of the medal features a stylized dove of peace formed by the Hebrew word, 
"Shalom", and carrying in its beak an olive branch fashioned from the Arabic word, "Sulch 1 , 
which also means peace. The fragility of this hope is indicated by a question mark. In 
the field is the date "1973" and its equivalent in Hebrew. 


The reverse of the medal pictures the tent under which the negotiations took place. The 
historic handshake is featured by the clasped hands, with the letters "G" and "Y" standing 
for the two generals. Curved around the rim, the inscription "DISENGAGEMENT AT KILOMETER 
101". These medals are currently available at $7.50 each from Mr. A. Lerner, P.0. Box G, 
Denville, New Jersey 07834. 


INSI PERSONALS : Our popular Secretary, Robert Greenstein, has made the big move .. he 
became engaged. We want to congratulate Bob and wish both he and Miss Sheryl Steinberg 
only the best of everything. Best wishes to our March birthdays .. Norbert Jericho, 

Dr. Herb Lippitz, Chariette Nagy, and Craig Stolar. Also born in March are those greats, 
Cecil Roth, Paul Ehrlich and Albert Einstein. 


PROGRAM FOR MARCH : As stated earlier in this Bulletin, the INSI March meeting will be on 
the 8th floor. Lake Erie Room, at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday morning. In addition to the 
regular business part of the meeting, we will have one or two prominent speakers, both 
nationally known in the field of numismatics. As of this writing, their commitments have 
not been confirmed. This will be an excellent opportunity to attend your INSI meeting and 
at the same time, see what a large Coin Show is all about. Bring your family and friends 
for a numismatic Sunday at the Sheraton. 


SEMINAR : INSI plans to sponsor an educational seminar in 1977. If you are interested in 
working on this project, contact Stewart Koppel. 


(Continued from page 4): 

as if the metal were simply melted out of the ore and allowed to solidfy where it 
might. As of 1975, these pieces were the only examples of precoinage silver currency 
of Israel known. However, silver ingots marked with their weight have been found at 
Cnossus, Crete (circa 2000 B.C.E.) and more recently in Iran (circa 800-700 B.C.E.), 
so the possibility of their discovery in Israel too cannot be ruled out. Perhaps 
future excavations will complete our understanding of the earliest silver money of 
Israel. 


President - Mr. Stewart Koppel Secretary - Mr. Robert Greenstein 

First Vice President - Dr. Morris Goldberg Treasurer - Mr. Robert Leonard 

Second Vice President - Mr. Leo Hecht Editor - Mr. Harry Flower 

Board Members - Dr. Herbert Lippitz, Mr. Aaron Kaplan, Dr. Saul Needleman. Mr. Harry Flower 






INSI BRIEFS 


THE EARLIEST SILVER MONEY OF ISRAEL 
by Robert Leonard 

"And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which 
he had named in the hearing of the children of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, 
current money with the merchant." -Genesis 23.16. This verse has been called "the 
first mention that is made of money in history". Certainly it took place near the 
beginning or recorded history; the traditional date for this event is 1859 B.C.E., 
and recent scholarship suggests a date only slightly later. 

Following this reference there are many other mentions of money of silver in the 
Holy Scriptures, most referring to it being weighed out in multiples or fractions of 
the shekel: 

It cannot be gotton for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof."- 
Job 28.15. 

"And the silver of them that were numbered of the congregation was a hundred talents, 
and a thousand seven hundred and three score and fifteen shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary: a beka a head, that is, half a shekel, after the shekel of the 
sanctuary..." -Exodus 38.25-26. 

"And the servant answered Saul again, and said: 'Behold, I have in my hand the fourth 
part of a shekel of silver, that will I give to the man of God, to tell us our way. 

First Samuel 9.8. 

What form did this silver take? Part of it was surely in the form of jewelry, probably 
rings and bracelets: "And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; 
and they asked of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment."- 
Exodus 12.35. Edwin Mendelssohn, M.D., writing in The Numismatist for October, 1975, 
argues that this money was '"coined"' - made into "identifiable piece(s)" with their 
"weights marked upon them". "There is no clue to the weight of the kesitah or piece 
of money, but it must have been an ingot of a precious metal impressed with a mark to 
determine its purity and value." (p. 2167) R. S. Yeoman, in his book Moneys of the 
Bible , supposed some of it to be "mere lumps of metal" (p. 9). 

Fortunately, a recent archeological discovery has helped to resolve this question. As 
late as 1961, Yeoman was able to write: "No piece of silver corresponding to these 
descriptions has ever been discovered. Probably all were melted in early times..." 

(ibid, p. 9). But in 1962, excavations were begun at the Oasis of Engedi on the Dead 
Sea in Israel, in the midst of the ancient Wilderness of Judah. In a building dated 
to Period V, "under the floor of one of the two rooms, was found a pot covered with an 
oil lamp, and in this was a hoard of silver ingots of various shapes which must have 
served as a form of currency". ( Archeology , 16 (1963), p. 104). Also found were three 
stone weights bearing the sign of the royal shekel (approximately 11.4 grams) accompanied 
by the numbers 1, 4, and 8 respectively. These objects were dated to the last phase 
of the Kingdom of Judah, 721-587 B.C.E. (traditional dates 726-588 B.C.E.). 

The appearance of the "ingots" supports the view of Yeoman, rather than Mendelssohn, 
even though it is the latter who cites this discovery in support of his thesis. They 
are of all sizes and totally irregular in appearance, with projections in all directions. 
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The Eighty-second general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) 
will be held at the: 

Skokie Public Library 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, April 28, 1976 
8:00 p.m. 


RECAP OF MARCH MEETING: President Stewart Koppel opened the meeting in the Lake Erie 
Room of the Sheraton-Chicago Hotel to a good sized crowd. After the guests were 
welcomed, Treasurer Robert Leonard gave his report. Mr. William Pettit, General Chairman 
of the Chicago International Coin Fair (CICF) addressed the group. After his talk, 

Stewart thanked Bill for inviting INSI to participate in CICF'76. 

Mr. Russell Rulau was called on to address our group. Mr. Rulau was the moderator at 
the Educational Forum of CICF. He is also Managing Editor of World COIN NEWS , Foreign 
Editor for Numismatic News Weekly and Coins Magazine and Chief Coordinator for the 
Standard Catalog of World Paper Money . We thank Russell for his kind words and for 
attending our meeting. We cordially invite him to address our group whenever he is in 
the Chicago Area. 

Dr. Vladimir Clain-Stefanelli, our next speaker, was introduced by Dr. Saul Needleman. 

Dr. Stefanelli is Co-curator (with Mrs. Elvira Clain-Stefanelli) of the Division of 
Numismatics of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. He is a recognized 
authority on world coins and currency. In 1973, he received the Gold Medal for 
Exceptional Services, the Smithsonian's highest award. He is a member of numerous inter¬ 
national numismatic societies, and, with his wife, is co-author of numismatic publications. 
In his address, he spoke of his trips to Israel. In June, 1963, Dr. and Mrs. Stefanelli 
visited Israel at the invitation of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and the Israel 
Coins and Medals Company. The visitors each presented two lectures; Dr. Stefanelli spoke 
to the Archaeological Department of the University and at the Ha-Aretz Museum in Tel Aviv. 
The Stefanellis toured museums, historical sites and institutions. At the home of 
Mrs. E. Reifenberg, they viewed the great collection of Jewish coins of the late Professor 
A. Reifenberg. He expressed great satisfaction to have had this rare privilege. Before 
leaving Israel, a reception was held in their honor in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Levi 
Avrahami, who was then the Director General of the Israel Coins and Medals Company. It 
was an honor to have Dr. Stefanelli as our guest speaker and we sincerely thank him. In 
appreciation, an INSI Medal will be sent to him. 

Mr. William M. Rosenblum was introduced by Mr. Robert .Greenstein. Bill is a full-time 
coin dealer specializing in Judaic Numismatics. He issues the most comprehensive coin 
Israeli and Judaic coin list in the world, business address P.0. Box 10296, Denver, Colo. 
80210. Being knowledgeable in his field, Bill spoke to us about market values and trends 
of Israeli Numismatics. Although some of the recent gold and commemorative issues are 
lower at present, he has great confidence in the future of the Israel Market. He then 
brought out the fact that Israel Commemoratives are the most popular collectables, their 
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high price keeps them out of reach of many, especially the young collector. Israel 
State Medals are currently popular and their prices are on the upgrade. If interested 
to complete your series, now is the time to obtain them. To avoid the high priced 
Israel collectables. Bill suggested other branches of Judaica. For example, Israel 
commercial or trade coins. A complete type and date set of these is still inexpensive, 
and the Annual Mint Sets are available for small amounts. Other areas of collecting 
that he mentioned are Palestine coins, Arabic coins and currency (Turkey and Egypt 
money was used in Palestine), State and non-state medals. Concentration Camp money. 

Kibbutz Tokens, Masonic Pennies (many have shekel reverses), Walking Medals, City and 
Town Medals, etc. Bill's talk was very informative on economies of Judaic collecting 
and we all enjoyed hearing about the practical side. Thanks for a fine presentation. 

In appreciation, he will be sent a club medal. 

PASSOVER 1976 : Since Passover occurs during the month of April, we would suggest that 
members bring for display items of interest to this holiday: medals 
or tokens with a Passover theme, an old Haggadah, a European Seder, 
an engraved Kiddush cup, an unusual Matzah cover, etc. A few words 
about these items would be an interesting part of our meeting. Why not 
contribute and make this meeting more meaningful with your display of a 
Judaic item. 

NEW ISRAEL BANK NOTE : Just released on March 16, 1976, is a new five-1irot (5 pound) bank 
note. It is dated 1973, measures 128 by 77 mm. and bears signatures of Moshe Sanbar and 
David Horovitz of the Bank of Israel. It was designed by Paul Kol and printed by 
J. Enschede of Haarlem, Netherlands. 



Passover 



This new note features the portrait of Henrietta Szold (1860-1945), who was the founder 
of Hadassah, the largest organization of Jewish women in the world. The reverse of the 
note features Lion's Gate in Jerusalem. 


The 1976 AINA CONVENTION : The 4th Annual Greater N.Y. Coin Convention, sponsored by AINA 
will be held May 6-9, 1976, at the New York Sheraton Hotel, 7th Ave. at 56th Street. This 
event will feature a giant bourse, over 100 cases of exhibits and an auction by Paramount 
International Coin Corp. The AINA workshop, luncheon and Forum will take place on Sunday 
May 9. This will be the most important Judaic Numismatic event of the year. Why not plan 
a vacation and attend this convention? For additional information see Ben Odesser or 
Harry Flower. 

NEW MEDAL BY JUDAIC HERITAGE : Medal No. 3 of the series "The Medal lie 
History of the Jewish People In Our Time" was recently released by The 
Judaic Heritage Society, Suite 4011, 866 United Nations Plaza, New York 
N.Y. 10017. This outstanding medal portrays Teddy Kollek as Mayor of 
Jerusalem with the city's coat of arms in the background...the 
significance of Jerusalem to the three great religions of the area 
symbolized by the Hebrew, English, and Arabic rendering of the city's 
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name. Teddy Kollek was first elected mayor of the Holy City in 1965, the first Jewish 
administrator of a united Jerusalem in 1,900 years. The designer and sculptor, Mico 
Kaufman, is to be congratulated on a magnificent work of art. The piece was struck by 
Art Medals, Inc., Brookfield, Conn., in 39 mm. bronze, antique steriling silver and in 14 
karat gold. For additional information write to the above address. 




NEW ISRAEL 1976 INDEPENDENCE DAY COIN : The 28th Israel Independence Day Coin will be 
issued soon. As of this writing, club order information has not arrived, but we believe 
that this will be available for the April 
meeting. If you wish to order through the 
club, be prepared to make payment at this time. 

This new commemorative coin will be 25 Li rot 
(25 pounds) in silver; 45,000 maximum to be 
struck in B.U. and 35,000 maximum in proof. 

The theme of this issue is "Israel's Strength 
Through Faith". The obverse features the 
Hebrew letters "Kaf" (for 20) and "Chet" (for 
8); these two letters also for the word 
"Koach", meaning "Strength". On the bottom 
are the Hebrew words "Lelsrael" (To Israel). 

The reverse has the value "25 Li rot", the 
emblem of Israel; on the Hebrew year "5736" and "1976". For additional information contact: 
Israel Government Coins & Medals Corp., 641 Lexington Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022. 


NEW I NS I MEMBERS : It has been quite some time since we have listed new members in our 
Bulletin. We welcome the following who have joined our club: Jerome Cohen, Mrs. Marty 
Green, Robert Rosenstein, Marilyn Rosenstein, Ernest Levy, Flora Stern, Mrs. H.J. Melon, 

Dr. Samuel Fields, Edmund Gelfand, Meyer Proctor, Kent Taylor, Sanford Aronin, Gilbert Levy, 
Charles Kesner, Joseph Abbell, M. Dolins, Dr. Seymour Hershman, Gene Edlin, Dr. Michael 
Wasserman, Hugh Pearl, Robert Heffner, Bernard Jacobson, Harry Levine, Franklin Simon, 

Mack Rabin, Julius Rathman, William Lang, Aron Derman, and Steven Heifer. This is a nice 
increase in membership. We hope that all of you attend and enjoy our meetings. 

INSI PERSONALS : Congratulations are in order to Stewart Koppel and to Saul Needleman for 
winning first place awards at the recent Chicago International Coin Fair. Stew won in the 
World Gold category with his exhibit of "Gold Coins of Israel". Winning in the Ancient 
and Medieval category was Saul's display on "A Numismatic History of Jerusalem". These two 
exhibits were outstanding and INSI is honored to have been so well represented by havinq 
two first place winners. 


We welcome Ben and Sylvia Odesser on their return from the AINA-Israel Tour. 

d congratulations to Dr. and Mrs. Lippitz and their son Brad, who recently made his 

Bar Mitzvah. The ceremony was performed on Masada in Israel. 


INSI April birthdays are Kay Heffner, Robert Leonard, Sondra Needleman, Bernard Stern, 
David Schecter, and Myron Tiersky. Also in April, Joseph Pulitzer. 

PROGRAM FOR APRIL: The program for the April 28 meeting will be Dr. Jerome Gourse of the 
Morton Grove Coin Club who will speak on cleaning and preserving coins with a new kit 
available from Franklin Mint. He will demonstrate the process. 

PR0GRAM_F0RMAY: Auction time is here again. Yes, a whole year since the last one. This 
will be a donated auction, for the benefit of your club. Mark your calendar, Wednesday 
May 26, for our Donated Auction. 


President - Mr. Stewart Koppel 

First Vice President - Dr. Morris Goldberg 

Second Vice President - Mr. Leo Hecht 

Board Members - Dr. Herbert Lippitz, Mr. Aaron Kaplan, 


Secretary - Mr. Robert Greenstein 
Treasurer - Mr. Robert Leonard 
Editor - Mr. Harry Flower 
Dr. Saul Needleman. Mr. Harry Flower 







DR. ALAN R. FEINBERG 


Dr. Alan Feinberg passed away on April 6, 1976, a 
tragic loss to his family, friends and associates. 

He was a founder of INSI. After serving as Vice- 
President for several years, he remained a member 
of the Board. His work with the INSI Bulletin made 
it one of the greatest bulletins in the country. 

At the "Israel Fair" of June 17-19, 1972, at the 
Bernard Horwich J.C.C., Alan was co-chairman of the 
INSI booth. His research project, "A Basic Bibli¬ 
ography of Jewish Numismatics" was first published 
in INSI Bulletins in 1973, the most practical and 
comprehensive study ever printed. It was republish¬ 
ed in The Shekel , Fall, 1973 Edition. (Most of these 
books are in his personal library.) At the 3rd 
Annual AINA Dinner, 2/26/75, Alan Feinberg was 
awarded the INSI Medal of Merit. Again, at the 4th 
Annual Dinner, 2/25/76, he was honored with a 
special engraved plaque. This in appreciation of 
his years of service and dedication to the Club. 

In addition to INSI, Alan was active in other hobby 
groups. He was past president of Morton Grove Coin 
Club and editor of their publication. Coin Teller . 

He also held membership in Chicago Coin Club, Oak 
Park Coin Club, Medal & Token Society, American 
Numismatic Association, and others. 

Photography was a major hobby. He was President 
for 2 years of Chicago Photographic Collectors 
Society. Alan was a camera collector and published 
the book The Kodak Collector . 

Professionally, Dr. Alan Feinberg was an Allergist 
with offices at 750 Green Bay Road in Winnetka. 
Together with his father. Dr. Samuel Feinberg, he 
wrote The Antihistamines , a book published in 1950. 
He was a frequent contributor of articles to medical 
journals. Alan was President of Chicago Society of 
Allergy, attending physician of Evanston Hospital 
and Associate Professor at Northwestern University 
Medical School. 

As a final word, I would like to say that Alan 
was a true friend and a fine person. We will miss 
him - we will always remember Alan Feinberg. 


WE DEDICATE THIS PAGE TO 
THE MEMORY OF ALAN R. FEINBERG 
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MAY 1976 BULLETIN 

The eighty-third general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) 
will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, May 26, 1976 

■*•■*■*■*•★★•*■* 

SPECIAL REMINDER 

OUR ANNUAL DONATED AUCTION 
will take place at this MAY MEETING 

RECAP OF APRIL MEETING : After calling the meeting to order. President Stewart Koppel 
requested the Treasurer's report from Robert Leonard. The guests were introduced. 
Stewart then asked for a two minute period of silence - in memory of Dr. Alan Feinberg. 
The subject of the proposed INSI seminar was discussed. Our President pointed out 
that this would be a large undertaking and would require a lot of work by many workers. 
This was put to a vote to the membership; there was an overwhelmingly "YES". (More 
about this coming event at a later date.) Stewart then asked as to the availability 
of a lawyer who was knowledgeable in inheritance laws to speak to our group on this 
subject. This would be of interest to the inheritor of a coin collection. It was 
announced that Peggy Goldsmith would take orders for the new 1976 "STRENGTH THROUGH 
FAITH" Israel coins. She will book orders for the new 1976 edition of Kagan's Israel's 
Money and Medals . The subject of the club's By-laws was brought up. President Koppel 
stated that these were still in committee and would be submitted to the membership 
for approval at a later date. Exhibit Chairman Leo Hecht took over for the exhibits. 
After the exhibits, there was a recess during which we enjoyed coffee and cake. We 
thank Peggy for making the goodies available. The speaker of the evening was 
Dr. Jerome Gourse, who is a group leader of organic chemistry at Velsicol Corp. He 
gave a demonstration and lecture on the cleaning and protection of coins and medals. 

He had a "Franklin Mint Medal Protector Kit" complete with the equipment and solutions. 
His demonstration and explanation was very informative and interesting. We thank 
Dr. Gourse and, in appreciation, he was presented with a club medal. The main door 
prize, an Israel State Medal, was won by Frank Simon. Other prizes were won by 
Hugh Pearl, Heidi Needleman, Norbert Jericho and Bernard Jacobson. 

In the April Bulletin, your Editor had suggested that members bring items 
pertaining to Passover. The response was really great; there were three 
collections of Haggadahs besides other Passover items. This type of member 
participation makes for a more interesting and meaningful meeting. Please 
keep up the good work. The first exhibitor, Dr. Needleman, displayed 
an Austrian medal issued to commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the 
Augsburg Confession (which took place June 25, 1530). This medal had the 
word "Jehovah" in Hebrew. Saul also displayed an Irish Mint Set. 


EXHIBITS: 
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Mr. Harry Yalowiec, a new member, and the next exhibitor, had two sets of interesting 
Judaica. The first was a set of "Doar Ivri" Medals. This was a bronze series of 
Medallic Replicas of Israel's Historic Nine Coin Stamps. These were issued by the 
25th Anniversary Commemorative Medal Society, Box 75, Riverdale, New York 10471 in 
1973 (see INSI Bulletin June, 1973). His second item was a boxed 5-piece set of 
Pidyon Haben "Coins" issued by the Shekel Co. of Tel Aviv. This attractive set was 
issued in 1967 and,to this writer's knowledge, this was the second earliest privately 
issued "coins" produced for the Redemption of the First-Born Son Ceremony. 

Robert Leonard displayed and told us about a book, A Survey of American Trade Tokens , 
by David E. Schenkman. Two of the articles in this publication are by INSI members 
Nathan Eg!it and Robert Leonard. 


Robert Greenstein displayed a collection of Haggadahs. Bob had eight different ones 
from various countries of the world. It was a very interesting series. 

Ernest Levy also had a Haggadah collection. In this group were British Haggadahs 
produced by the Jewish Museum of London many years ago. These were beautiful, limited 
editions, with gold illustrations. They can only be described as magnificent. Ernest 
also had a beautiful silver Seder Plate, handmade many years ago by a craftsman in 
Jerusalem. We thank him for bringing these "museum items" to our meeting. 

Sanford Aronin had an interesting German Haggadah, bilingual with Hebrew. It had been 
used by his family and was printed in 1874. 


Harry Flower was next, also with a Haggadah collection. Among these were the beauti¬ 
ful work illustrated by Arthur Szyk (published in Jerusalem in 1967), An Israel 
Haggadah by Meyer Levin, another Israeli edition illustrated in color by the French 
artist G. Dore and many others. Also, in honor of Passover, Harry displayed the 
PESACH silver bar, Chai Ingot No. 5, issued by the Judaic Heritage Society. In addition, 
he had six varieties of "A Happy Passover" elongated cents, made in 1968. 


Ben Odesser, the last exhibitor, had several items from his recent Israel trip. These 
were the 1976 AINA Token (which was given to every AINA member); the scarce and desired 
AINA 1976 Tour Medal (a special issue of 100 pieces of the AINA Token in brass); an 
admission token to the Coral World undersea tower at Eilat; and a Jewish Community 
Center "Perch Swimmer" button. He also had a selection of photos of the trip. Thanks, 
Ben, for bringing these trip items to the meeting. 



I6RPEL6 

Money 

Wdota 


KAGAN'S 1976 EDITION OF ISRAEL'S MONEY AND MEDALS : This 
new book is now available. Unlike the first edition, 
it is enlarged, updated and is in loose-leaf form. The 
price is $12.95, but AINA will allow discounts to INS 
clubs. If you did not place an order at the April 
meeting, you may do so at the May meeting. Peggy is 
holding up the order until this time so that any INSI 
member may take advantage of this special price. 

AUCTION AT THE MAY MEET ING: May-time is Auction-time! 

for the benefit of the club. As in 
the past, you may bring coins, medals, 
tokens, books, artifacts, paintings, 
proof sets, pens, wine, whiskey, a 

cake, or anything that a fellow collector may want to buy. Also 
important, Dlease come prepared to make purchases. Remember, other 
than dues, the donated auction is our only source of income. One 
last note, auction-time is fun-time! We all have an enjoyable 
evening of fun, fellowship and, perhaps, a new item for our collection. 
There will be refreshments and displays. 
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NEW AINA COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL: 


beautiful 


_ The first AINA medal was just released. This 

medal honors the Bicentennial of the United States. It was struck by 

the Medal!ic Art Company of Danbury, Connecticut 
in 38 mm size in bronze, silver and gold. The 
theme of this issue is based on George Washington' 
letter to the Hebrew Congregation of Newport, 

Rhode Island. The obverse features Houdon's 
bust of Washington surrounded by "TO BIGOTRY NO 
SANCTION, TO PERSECUTION NO ASSISTANCE". The 
reverse features the AINA emblem in the center, 
"AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL" and the dates 
"1776 - 1976". The prices are $6.00 for the 
bronze and $25.00 for the silver or #37.50 for a 
matched numbered pair in a special presentation 
case. 



INSI PERSONALS : At the recent AINA Convention in New York, Harry Flower's exhibit 

of "The French Mint JUDAIC PORTRAIT MEDALS" won first place in the Judaica Category. 

Mr. Stanley Yulish, Chairman of the AINA Slide Program, has requested this exhibit 

to be made into a slide presentation. This is now in process and at a future date, 
we will see this program at one of our meetings. 


Dr. Needleman also has been asked to prepare an AINA slide program on "THE HISTORY 
OF JERUSALEM". 


At the Central States Convention held April 30 to May 2 at the Sheraton-Chicago, 

Saul Needleman 1 s exhibit on Colonial Paper Money won third prize in stiff competition 
in a show devoted almost exclusively to paper money. 


ANNUAL DONATED AUCTION, BRING ITEMS 


President - Mr. Stewart Koppel 
First Vice President - Dr. Morris Goldberg 
Second Vice President - Mr. Leo Hecht 
Board Members - Dr. Herbert Lippitz, Mr. 


Secretary - Mr. Robert Greenstein 
Treasurer - Mr. Robert Leonard 
Editor - Mr. Harry Flower 

Aaron Kaplan, Dr. Saul Needleman. Mr. Harry Flower 






INSI Briefs 


Skokie Shabbos Token by Sanford L. Aronin 

The instructions regarding the construction of the Tabernacle (Exodus 35) were prefaced 
by a warning against the violation of Shabbos (Sabbath). Although Israel was asked to 
undertake work for the Sanctuary, they must not violate Shabbos in its performance. 

This thought contains the technical definition of the types of "work" prohibited on 
Shabbos: All manner of "work" that was important in the building of the Tabernacle 
is prohibited on Shabbos. 

The parts of the Tabernacle were designed for ease of construction and dismantling for 
the many journeys Israel made through the Sinai on the way to the Promised Land. The 
walls of the main building consisted of boards standing upright next to each other and 
fastened together. In order to facilitate their being placed in proper position, adjoining 
pairs of boards were marked with similar symbols. Thus the source of one prohibited type 
of "work": the writing of two letters. 

The prohibition of writing on Shabbos was later expanded to include commerce - buying and 
selling and other means of changing ownership - to which written documentation was vital. 

Of course, the use of money on Shabbos was proscribed. 

At the Hebrew Theological College in Skokie are many students from outside the Chicago 
area who dorm at the college. The menus of the Shabbos meals served here do not include 
one vital ingredient: soda pop. How does one obtain a soft drink and not violate Shabbos? 

A student solves this problem by purchasing his drinks before Shabbos. The concessionaire 
gives the student a receipt for this purchase - the pictured wooden nickel, which is good 
only for soda and only on Shabbos and Yom Tor (Holy Days). Then, on Shabbos, the student 
claims the soda he has previously purchased. No commerce takes place on Shabbos; no 
writing is necessary. 

And we have an interesting and local Jewish token. 
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The eighty-fourth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) 
will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, June 23, 1976 
8:00 P.M. 

Recap of May Meeting : After calling the meeting to order. President Stewart Koppel 
requested the Treasurer's report from Robert Leonard. A brief discussion of the 
tentative INSI Seminar - - Stewart called a special committee meeting regarding this 
and a report will be given at the June meeting. He announced that an attorney would 
speak to us on the legal matters involved in the inheritance of a coin collection. As 
the Skokie Public Library's subscription to Coin World is due to expire, the member¬ 
ship voted to continue this donation for another year. Leo Hecht took over the 
exhibits. The first was Saul Needleman who had several new acquisitions; among these 
were two ancients, a denarius and an as of Nero; two pewter tokens issued by the Israel 
Numismatic Society of Orange County (California); and finally, two varieties of the 
wooden tokens issued by the Hebrew Theological College in Skokie. 

Sanford Aronin was next also with a set of the wooden tokens. The interesting storey 
of this Judaic Numismatic item was told by Sandy in his article "Skokie Shabbos Token" 
as the INSI Brief in your May, 1976, Bulletin . We believe that this was the first 
publication of this token. 

The third exhibitor was Robert Greenstein who had an important and historical item. This 

was the new bronze and silver AINA-Bicentennial 
medal set in a special presentation box (See 
INSI Bulletin of May, 1976). Both medals 
were serially inscribed "37", his life member¬ 
ship number in AINA. 

Ben Odesser was next with 32 bronze medals from 
the "Medallie History of the Jewish People" 
series that had been issued by The Judaic 
Heritage Society. Ben explained how subscription 
drop-outs have produced leftovers of some medals 
but seldom is an entire set offered for sale. 

The last exhibitor was Harry Flower, with items 
from the AINA Convention in New York. There 
was a set of the AINA-Bicentennial Medals and 
two of the official AINA 1976 Convention 
Badges (see illustration). In keeping with 
the spirit of the American Bicentennial, the 
ribbons of these Badges were red, white and 
blue. 
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Featured on the center of the medal of the badge was the Liberty Bell, curved around 
"UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1776-1976". The reverse features the AINA emblem, to the 
right "AMERICAN ISRAEL NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION", above "1976" and the equivalent date 
below in Hebrew. Harry also exhibited an old membership ribbon from "Dr. Theodor 
Herzel/ Lodge No. 183/ I.O.B.A./ Independent Order/ Brith Abraham/ Phila." and a set 
of laundry tokens used at an immigrant's hostel in Ramat-aviv, Israel. Of course, 
Harry also exhibited his award plaque from the AINA Convention in New York. 

After the exhibits, there was a recess during which the membership enjoyed coffee and 
cake. After refreshments, the auction took place. As in past years, Ben Odesser was 
the Master Auctioneer; he did an outstanding job of hammering in a total of $101.50. 
We thank you, Ben. Also, we owe a vote of thanks to Peggy Goldsmith and Bob Leonard 
for keeping "tabs" and to David Goldsmith for being the runner. Most of all, we 
thank those members for donating the many items and those members who made purchases. 
It was a successful auction and an enjoyable evening. 


At the close of the meeting, the door prizes were drawn. The winners were Sandy 
Aronin, Aaron Kaplan, Ben Odesser and Bob Greenstein. 

Recap of Committee Meeting : At a committee meeting held June 6, 1976, the new 
"Constitution and By-Laws" for INSI were reviewed and discussed. (The By-Laws Committee, 
Mr. Stewart Koppel, Dr. Herbert Lippitz, and Dr. Saul Needleman, produced an outstanding, 
eight-page document). Copies will probably be mailed to members with the June Bulletin. 
Discussion and vote for approval will be held at the July meeting. Also discussed was 
the proposed INSI Seminar. We plan to hold this event in the Fall of 1977. Peggy 
Goldsmith will be the Chairman and Harry Flower and Saul Needleman will be the co- 
chairmen. Those people who want to work on a committee for the Seminar, see Peggy at 
the meeting. 


I 


. of L.A. Issues Medals : The Israel Coin Club of Los Angeles has issued a 5-piece 



medal set to commemorate its 10th Anniversary. The obverse (Figure 1) depicts a Star 
of David forming a dove of peace in flight, inscriptions above and below. The reverse 
(Figure 2) bears the anniversary dates "1965-1975", a Torah Scroll reading "Tenth year" 
and a stylized "Shalom" in English and Hebrew letters intertwined forming a numeral "10". 
These 38 mm. pewter medals are available at $3.00 each or a maxi-set of 5 numbered 
pieces at $12.00. This 5-piece set consists of one each in natural pewter, antique lead 
pewter, copper-plated, nickel-plated, and gold-plated. A bonus of two pewter 32 mm. 
medals is given with each maxi-set. One of these smaller medals is of the 10th anniver¬ 
sary des jn and the other is the Club's 11th installation banquet medal (Figure 3). 

These medals are available from Ben Abelson, Israel C.C. of Los Angeles, P.0. Box 
64281, Los Angeles, California 90064. 
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INSI Personals : It sure was nice seeing some of our old friends at the May meeting. 
Special greetings to Charlotte and Louis Nagy and to Lillian and Hyman Siegel. Please 
try to attend more of our meetings. Also, home for the summer from their colleges were 
Robert Gartenberg and Jeffrey Lillian. It was a real pleasure having both of you attend - 
please try to make our other summer meeting. 

INSI birthdays for June are Leo Hecht, Nate Lomansky and Robert Schwartz. Best wishes to 
all of you! 

Special Fund To Memoralize Dr. Feinberg : A special fund has been established to honor the 
memory of Dr. Feinberg. This is the "American Academy of Allergy, Dr. Alan R. Feinberg 
Memorial Research Fund". Your INSI has contributed $25.00. 

Program For June : The speaker for our June meeting will be Mr. James Spear, an attorney 
and C.P.A. He will discuss the laws dealing with the inheritance of collectables. This 
subject is of practical importance to all of us - some day the spouse will inherit a coin 
collection and the answers to many of your questions will be in Mr. Spear's talk. We 
suggest that your non-collecting spouse attend this meeting. Of course, visitors are 
welcome. There will be displays and refreshments will be served. 


(continued from Page 4) 

autumn of 457 B.C.from the commandment to restore Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince 

would be 69 weeks or 483 years. Daniel 9.25. Jesus the Messiah began his public 
ministry in the autumn of A.D. 27, exactly 483 years after the autumn of 457 B.C. Sixty- 
nine weeks gone leaves one week or 7 years. In the midst of this week, the angel told 
Daniel, Messiah 'shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease'. Daniel 9:27. 
ihe 'midst' of the week would be half-way through it, or three-and-a-half years after it 
began.. Three-and-a-half years from the autumn of A.D. 27 brings us to the spring of A.D. 
31, which is exactly when Jesus died on the cross. The curtain in the temple was torn 
from top to bottom by an unseen hand. Mark 15:38. The sacrifices ceased to be significant 
from that moment on - exactly when the prophecy predicted! (Signs of the Times, Nov. 1975, 
pp. 4-5). Of course, the other chronological evidence for 30 C.E. - except for the 14th 
of Nisan not falling on a Friday - harmonizes with this date, also. The Adventists 
explain this key discrepancy by supposing that "atmospheric conditions" prevented the 
priests at Jerusalem from seeing the cresent moon and thus delayed the proclamation of 
the beginning of the month of Nisan that year. "A Friday date for the crucifixion of 
Christ in A.D. 31 is possible...however, the date of A.D. 31 for the crucifixion is a 
certainty." ( Signs of the Times , April, 1976, p. 30). 

A different interpretation of this same prophecy gives the date as 32 C.E. Starting with 
the date of 445 B.C.E. (Nehemiah 2:1) and counting 69 weeks of seven years each, "and 
each year has 360 days, the equation is as follows: 69 x 7 x 360 = 173,880 days. 

Beginning with March 14, 445 B.C., this number of days brings us to April 5, 32 A.D." 

(The conversion to modern months includes allowances for leap years.) "April 6, 32 

A.D. -should mark the very day of Messiah's manifestation as the Prince of Israel. 

Without attempting to enter into the clear but intricate chronological calculations 
set forth by Anderson in his book, The Coming Prince (pages 95-105), I shall simply state 
his conclusion that April 6, 32 A.D., was the tenth of Nisan, that momentous day on which 
our Lord, in fulfillment of Messianic prophecy, rode up to Jerusalem on the 'foal of an 
ass and offered himself as the Prince and King of Israel". (Daniel's Prophecy of the 
Seventy Weeks, pp. 19-20.) The date of the Crucifixion would, of course, be five days 
after Jesus entrance into Jerusalem, or April 11. 


(to be continued) 
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INSI BRIEFS 


The Year of the Crucifixion 
by Robert Leonard 

Occasionally in dealer's price lists of coins of the Roman Procurators of Judaea 
coins of Pontius Pilate of year 16 (30 C.E.) will be stated to have been struck 
in the "Year of the Crucifixion". The authority for this statement is apparently 
the rather tentative one of Yeoman ( Moneys of the Bible , pp. 43-44) or Jacob 
(C oins and Christianity , p. 14), or perhaps some older catalogs or articles. Since 
Jewish as well as Christian collectors may wish to own a coin associated with this 
historical event, let us examine the foundation for this statement. 


To my knowledge, seven different dates have been advanced for the year of the 
Crucifixion by various Bible students and sects: 


Year 

28 C.E. 

Date 

Source 

Outline Studies in Biblical Facts and History, I.N. DePuv and 

29 C.E. 

Mar. 18 

J. B. Gravis (1906). 

Coleman's Historical Text Book & Atlas of Biblical GeooraDhv (18541 

30 C.E. 

Apr. 7 

Jerusalem Bible (1966) and others. 

31 C.E. 

Spring 

Seventh-Day Adventists (1844 to present). 

32 C.E. 

Apr.11 

Daniel's Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks, Dr. Alva J. McClain (1940). 

33 C.E. 

36 C.E. 

Apr. 3 

Archbishop Usher, Jehovah's Witnesses, and others. 

The Passover Plot, Hugh J. Schonfield (1965). 


The first, 28 C.E., is based on the assumption that Jesus was born early in 4 B C E 
began his minsitry at exactly "thirty years of age" (Luke 3:23), and taught for three 
years. This makes his age 33 at the time of the Crucifixion. However, the calculation 
of 4 B.C.E. +33-28 C.E. seems to be in error. 


The second date, 29 C.E., is based on similar calculations but different assumptions. 

The Nativity is assumed to be in 6 B.C.E., placing the beginning of Jesus' ministry 
in 25 C.E. Adding three Passovers brings us to 28 C.E., and the Crucifixion thus 
occurred on the eve of a fourth, in 29. The fifteenth of Nisan reckoned from the 
evening, fell on March 18, 29 C.E., according to this a’ thority. 

The next date, 30 C.E., has many points in its favor. The 14th of Nisan fell on a Friday 
that year, which accords with the Gospel narratives of the Passion. John 2:20 suggests 
tha" Jesus was in Jerusalem in the beginning of his ministry at the Passover of 28 C.E 
(19 B.C.E. + 46 years and a fraction = early 28 C.E.). This gives him a second Passover 
and preparation for a third, harmonizing reasonably well with the Gospel narratives. 

The ministry of John the Baptist which preceded that of Jesus, began (according to Luke 
3.1) in the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar, 28/29 C.E. according to Roman chronoloqy 
but September-October 27 to September - October 28, according to the Syrian calculation. 
If Luke used the Syrian system, his date for the beginning of Jesus' ministry agrees 
with the evidence in John, and if the Nativity occurred in 4 B.C.E., then Jesus was 
certainly "about thirty years of age" at this time (fall of 27 C.E.). 


Smce 18<+4, the Seventh-Day Adventists have held as an article of faith that the 
Crucifixion occurred in 31 C.E., based on their interpretation of Daniel's prophecy of 
the seventy weeks (Daniel 9). They equate a day to a year and thus 70 weeks times 
7 days equals 490 years. The decree to rebuild Jerusalem went into effect in the 
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The eighty-fifth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) 
will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, July 28, 1976 
8:00. P.M. 

RECAP OF THE JUNE MEETING : After President Stewart Koppel called the meeting to order, 
he introduced and welcomed the guests. Treasurer Robert Leonard gave a financial report 
which was good. Saul Needleman gave a progress report on the proposed INSI Seminar; 

Peggy Goldsmith will be the Chairwoman and Saul Needleman and Harry Flower will be co- 
chairman. Saul will try to hoow this event at the Holiday Inn at 5300 W. Touhy for 
October 29-30, 1977. He will report back to us at the next meeting. Ben Odesser was 
called forward. He was presented with a special award, an INSI Medal, appropriately 
engraved, as a token of appreciation for being auctioneer for our club for several years. 
We congratulate Ben for receiving this much-deserved award. The new proposed INSI By-Laws 
have been mailed to all members with the June Bulletin. These will be discussed at the 
July meeting - be sure to bring your copy. The exhibits were next followed by the speaker 
of the evening, Mr. James Spear. Mr. Spear, who is an attorney and also holds a C.P.A. 
degree, spoke to us about taxes, gifts, donations, and inheritances. In a simple, clear 
and concise manner, he explained the legal and most practical manner to deal with situ¬ 
ations - how to make gifts and donations for best tax savings, etc. It is hard to recap 
this hour and a half talk, including questions and answers, in this paragraph. We do 
have a much better understanding about tax laws of inheritance. We thank Mr. Spear for 
a most informative presentation of this "legal aspect" of numismatics. In appreciation, 
he was presented with an engraved club medal. Door prize tickets were distributed by 
Bob Greenstein. The lucky winners were Miriam Webster, Julius Rathman, Norbert Jericho, 
Dr. E. Margoliash, William Lang, and Sheryl Steinberg. 


EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor, Dr. Saul Needleman, had an interesting booklet, The 
Expulsion of the Jews from England in 129 0 by Sholom A. Singer. Also, a silver penny of 
Edward I, who was King of England during this period. In addition, a silver penny from 
Henry III. Saul also exhibited a clever and practical device, made from plastic and small 
mirrors, with which a coin may be exhibited and both sides be viewed simultaneously. We 
think that Saul should produce these commercially. 

Harry Flower was next with write-ups, articles and medals of Adolph Zukor. Mr. Zukor, a 
pioneer in the movie industry, and founder and president of Paramount Pictures, died 
June 10, 1976, at the age of 103. Harry exhibited a 1-1/2 inch and a 4 inch medal that 
were issued in 1926 to commemorate the 15th anniversary of Paramount Pictures and to 
honor its founder. (The 1-1/2 inch medal is listed as No. 738 in Hibler and Kappen 
So-Called Dollars , Coin and Currency Institute, Inc., New York, 1963). These medals are 
now quite scarce and will make an important addition to your Judaic medal collection. He 
also had the "Motion Pictures" medal, the 96th in the series, "The Medallic History 
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of the Jews of America". This recent piece portrays five giants of the movie industry, 
including Adolph Zukor. 


The last exhibitor was Robert Leonard. In keeping with the theme of his historical 
article in the June INSI Bulletin, he displayed two ancient Roman coins of the time of 
the Crucifixion, a denarius of Emperor Tiberius and a lepton of Pontius Pilate. 


A.I.N.A. MEMBERSHIP : Many of our INSI members are also AINA members. Those of you who 
are not AINA members are missing an important aspect of Judaic Numismatics. Our INSI 
is an affiliated club of the New York based national organization. Among the many benefits 
are films and slides of Judaic and Israeli numismatics, advance information on new issues 
of Israel coins and medals with special prices to members, arrangements for a special tour 
to Israel every April with the cooperation of the Israel Government Coins 
and Medals Corporation, visits of officials to our special events such as 
dinners and seminars, and of the greatest importance - the bimonthly 
publication. The Shekel . This magazine alone is worth more than the $8.00 
yearly dues. We strongly recommend that anyone interested in Israeli or 
Judaic Coins or Medals or in Judaica in general, join the American Israel 
Numismatic Association, P.0. Box 499, Fresh Meadows Station, Flushing, 

New York 11365. Application will be available from Harry Flower, who is 
a board member and a vice-president of AINA, at the next meeting. Please 
make your checks payable to AINA. 



U.S.A. BICENTENNIAL : Although AINA, our parent organization has issued a Bicentennial 
Medal to honor the 200th Anniversary of the U.S.A. (see INSI Bulletin, May, 1976), it 
is not feasible for local clubs such as our INSI to undertake such a program. In our 
own small way, INSI will honor our country on its 200th birthday by illustrating the 
Official American Revolution Bicentennial Emblem (Figure 1), and the Official National 
Bicentennial Medal (Figure 2). This beautiful and historical medal is available in 
several sizes and was struck in bronze, silver and gold. Also illustrated is the 28th 
Independence Day Israel Commemorative Coin, 1976 issue (Figure 3). The Hebrew words 
on this coin are "Strength for Israel". 



NEW PALESTINE CATALOGUE : A 24-page supplement that will fit into the new Kagan Israel's 
Money and Medals , or left in booklet form, has just been released. This monograph 
includes a history of the Jewish homeland with emphasis on the British Mandatory period, 
a grading guide to Palestine coinage (1927-1946) with values for three grades, and a 
complete listing of Palestine's banknotes with values in three grades. Of course, the 
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famous 1927 Palestine proof set is listed and evaluated. This authoritative publication 
was prepared by Sylvia Haffner, edited by Dr. R. P. Nielsen and published by 
Charles C. Porter. It is available from Israel Numismatic Service, Box 42228, Houston, 
Texas 77042. The pre-publication price was $1.50 per copy. 

BEN ODESSER FOR TAMS BOARD: INSI member Ben Odesser is a candidate for Board of Governors 
of Token and Medal Society (TAMS). Ben is charter member #27, was Treasurer for 6 years 
(3 terms) and has attended every annual meeting since 1962. He has written articles 
and is active in numismatic organizations. We urge INSI members who are also TAMS members 
to vote for Ben. The Official Ballots have been mailed - remember, they must be returned 
by July 31 , 1976. 

KAGAN'S BOOK HAS ARRIVED : Many of our members have ordered the new 1976 edition of 
Kagan's Israel's Money and Medals through our club. These have arrived and those who have 
placed orders may pick up their copies from Peggy at the meeting. If unable to attend 
the June meeting, please make arrangements for your book so that Peggy does not have to 
carry them over for another month. She will appreciate your cooperation. 

INSI PERSONALS : Among the member's birthdays for July are Aaron Kaplan and Joseph Sporn. 

We wish you both many more happy days. 

Marc Chagall was also born in July. Did you know that the famed artist is giving Chicago 
a Bicentennial gift? He is creating eight monumental stained-glass windows, called'The 
America Windows", which will depict famous American ideas and symbols. These are being 
created in France and will measure 8' x 30' and will be installed in the new Chagall 
Gallery of the Art Institute. 

PROGRAM FOR JULY : President Koppel is devoting most of the program time for discussion 
of the new INSI Constitution and By-Laws. This important document was drawn up, after 
many hours of work, by Stewart Koppel, Dr. Herbert Lippitz and Dr. Saul Needleman. Each 
member should read and study these proposed By-Laws and be ready to suggest additions, 
deletions or changes at the meeting. Some revisions have already been made at the last 
committee meeting. If you are satisfied, please vote your approval at the July meeting. 

In the event approval is voted after a short discussion, there will be extra time for 
exhibits, coin trades and sales and just plain socializing. We suggest that more of our 
members bring exhibits and "show and tell". Also bring any duplicate coins or medals for 
trade or sale. Of course, there will be refreshments. Visitors are welcome. 







INSI BRIEFS 


The Year of the Crucifixion 
by Robert Leonard 

(continued from June issue) 

Archbishop Usher was among the first to calculate Bible chronology, and his book, 

Annales Veteris et Novi Testamenti (1650-54), was accepted as authority for centuries. 
Even now, it is believed by millions with slight, if any, changes. He determined 
the date of the Crucifixion as April 3, 33 C.E. In this year, as in 30, the 14th of 
Nisan fell on a Friday, and if the Roman chronology is followed, the ministry of 
John the Baptist began in 28/29 C.E., giving Jesus a ministry of about four years, 
which harmonizes fairly well with the Gospels (though not as well as 30 C.E.). The 
Jehovah's Witnesses have adopted this date as an article of faith, based on their 
interpretation of Daniel's prophecy of the seventy weeks. Briefly, they begin their 
count from 455 B.C.E., take a year for a day, and thus arrive at 29 C.E. for the end 
of the 69th week (455 B.C.E. + 483 years = 28 C.E., but since the rebuilding occurred 
during the year 455 B.C.E., the 483 years would carry over into the year 29). Adding 
three and one-half years (middle of the seventieth week) places the Crucifixion in 33 
C.E. 

Hugh J. Schonfield, a Jew, places more emphasis on Josephus than the Gospels in his 
determinations. According to the Gospels, the period of public activities of Jesus 
extended from not long before to not long after the imprisonment and execution of John 
the Baptist.. ."John had denounced as unlawful the tetrarch's (Antipas) marriage to 
Herodias, widow of his brother, Philip. On the evidence of Josephus, Philip died at the 
end of A.D. 33 or early in 34, and the marriage must be presumed to have taken place in 
34 (the Jerusalem Bible dates it to about 27). 

Following Josephus, we are accordingly able to assign the imprisonment and execution of 
John the Baptist to the year A.D. 25. The baptism of Jesus must then be placed late in 
34 or more probably in the spring of 35, and his crucifixion at the Passover of 36 in 
the last year of Pilate's administration." ( The Passover Plot , p. 263.) This date 
harmonizes with Luke's chonology: "He dates the birth of Jesus at the time of the census 
carried out when Quirinius was legate of Syria, which was in A.D. 6-7 (according to 
Josephus)...So that in A.D. 35 he would have been twenty-nine." This agrees with Luke's 
statement that "Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age." 

So there is no agreement among Christians- and Jews as to what year was the "Year of the 
Crucifixion". Mv own preference is for the conclusion of the Jerusalem Bible scholars, 
that it was 30 c“.E., but it must be admitted that the evidence is inconclusive and 
contradictory, and we shall probably never know. Any one of Pilate's coin issues 
(years 16, 17, or 18 = 30, 31 or 32 C.E.) or none of them may have been struck in that 
historic year. 
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The eighty-sixth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) 
will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, August 25, 1976 
8:00 p.m. 

After calling the meeting to order. President Stewart Koppel requested Treasurer Robert 
Leonard for his report. The visitors were welcomed, including INSI member David Schecter, 
after being absent for 1-1/2 years. Dave has returned from an 18 month European tour, 
including a visit to Israel. A letter from Mrs. Jane Feinberg was read, thanking INSI 
for our donation to the "American Academy of Allergy, Dr. Alan R. Feinberg Memorial 
Research Fund". Also read, a letter from Dr. Vladimir Clain-Stefanelli, thanking INSI 
for the speaker's medal. This was sent to him in appreciation for his talk at the 
March, 1976, meeting. John Barton, who had applied for membership, was approved for our 
newest member. John, we welcome you and hope that you attend meetings and enjoy Judaic 
numismatics. Saul Needleman announced that the INSI Seminar is set for October 29-30, 

1977. You will be hearing more about this coming event. The greater part of the meeting 
was devoted to the new proposed CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS, ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF 
ILLINOIS (INSI). After considerable discussion and deliberation, a few minor changes and 
an addition, the document was approved by the membership. Thanks are in order to the 
By-Laws Committee: Stewart Koppel, Herbert Lippitz, and Saul Needleman, for a job well done 
Stewart announced that there would be a Board Meeting,. August 23, 1976, at the home of 
Peggy Goldsmith. The exhibits were next. 

Sau ^ Need ^ eman exhibited an old English document from the time of George III 
(1769). This is of special interest because of our Bicentennial. He was the British 
King during the American Revolution. 

David Schecter, the second exhibitor, had three interesting and rare 
Hebrew amulets. One was Yemenite; it was signed by a rabbi and the 
inscription was instructions to angels. The other two amulets were 
Moroccan in origin. The Hebrew inscription on one of these was 
gibberish, so as to confuse the angel of death. Strictly speaking, 
amulets are not numismatic, but most Judaica collectors do include 
them when they are available. Most are handmade by a craftsman, some 
very crude, usually of silver or a base metal. All of them are very 
interesting and do belong in your Judaic collection. Thanks, Dave 
for bringing these to the club. The illustration is not one that ’ 
was exhibited. It is a 17th century Kabbalistic amulet. Robert 
Leonard.had an exhibit of ancient coins. Among these were a 
sestertius of Roman Emperor Nerva, 96 A.D., with FISCI IVIACI 
CALUMNIA SUBLATA reverse and related material. Altogether, Bob 
had nine of these historical pieces. 
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The last exhibitor, Ben Odesser, had an interesting and rare early token from the Holy 
Land. This was the 1 piaster (also issued were the 1/4 and 1/2 values) token issued in 
the 1880's by Mr. E. Von Hardegg, a member of the Templars, who owned the Jerusalem 
Hotel in Jaffa. 


A.N.A. CONVENTION IN NEW YORK: 


85TH J ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION 

AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


NEW Will 
76 ] 


Americana Hotel 
New York, New York 
August 24-29, 1976 


Everyone in numismatics knows of the great American 
Numismatic Association Convention (ANA) to be held at the 
Americana Hotel in New York, August 24-29, 1976. One of 
the special events at the Convention will be a Luncheon 
Board Meeting of the American Israel Numismatic Association 
(AINA) at 1:00 p.m., Friday, August 27, 1976, in the 
Vandone Room 11-12. We would like to have a report of this 
important event from any INSI member who attends. 

AVAILABLES FROM AINA : For the benefit of those who did not 


receive the AINA mailing, we would like to list the available publications: 


The Shekel , Vol. I, II (1968-9) Cloth bound $12.50 

The Shekel , Vol. Ill, IV (1970-1 ) Cloth bound 12.50 

The Shekel , Vol. V, VI (1972-3) Cloth bound 12.50 

The Shekel , Vol. VII, VIII (1974-5) Cloth bound 12.50 


Jewish Symbols on Ancient Jewish Coins 

by Paul Romanoff, a hard cover reprint . 5.95 


Coins of the Land of Israel , by Arie Kindler, hard cover. 9.95 

(Covers the Bank of Israel coin collection with illustrations) 


Also still available, the AINA Bicentennial Medal; bronze 38 mm $7.50; silver 38 mm $30.00. 
(See INSI Bulletin , May, 1976, detail information.) We recommend the above publications 
for your Judaic and numismatic library. The books and medals 
are available from AINA, P.0. Box 499, Fresh Meadows Station, 

Flushing, New York 11365. 


By the way, if you apply for AINA membership now, $12.,00 will 
pay for your membership through December 31, 1977. (To 
clarify, this includes the dues for the balance of 1976 and the 
full year annual dues of $8.00 for 1977.) You may apply direct at the above address or 
obtain an application from Harry Flower at the meeting. 



INSI PERSONALS : We were sorry to hear that Charlotte Nagy is in the hospital again. We 
sincerely hope for her recovery and that both she and Louie join us at the meetings again. 

Dave Schecter has returned. We welcome him from his long tour of Europe and Israel. 

Among the August birthdays are Pearl Greenstein, Peggy Goldsmith, Lea Levy, Dr. Sheldon 
Lurie. We wish all of you many happy returns! Also born in August were Judah P. Benjamin 
and Bernard Baruch. 



TAMS 1976 MEETING MEDAL: 


The official Token and Medal Society (TAMS) 1976 Meeting Medal 
is of interest to the Judaic collector and should be included 
in a "complete" Judaic collection. And, of course, more specific, 
it would be included in an "Americana Judaica" collection. The 
obverse of the medal features the Statue of Liberty on the right 
side. At the center,near the top, are the first four lines of 
the nine-line inscription, I LIFT/MY LAMP/BESIDES THE/GOLDEN DOOR/ 
TAMS 16th/ANNUAL/C0NVENTI0N/NEW YORK CITY/AUGUST 1976, from 
Emma Lazarus' famous sonnet The New Collosus , that is inscribed 
on the base of the Statue. Below the inscription, the medal 
portrays a grouping of people, representative of the "huddled 
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masses" mentioned in her poem. This fourteen-line sonnet is considered the most beautiful 
statement of American principles ever written. The entire reverse of the medal bears the 
official emblem of the Token and Medal Society. 

This medal was sculptured by Gilroy Roberts and was struck by The Franklin Mint in 
sterling silver, bronze and in pewter, all in 39 mm size. Ordering deadline for TAMS 
members was July 31, 1976; the silver and bronze editions may be available to The 
Franklin Mint's "Special Commemorative Issues" program subscribers. The special antique 
pewter version was offered only to TAMS members on an advance subscription basis. For 
additional information: Token and Medal Society, Attention: Clifford Mishler, 

P.0. Box 316, Iola, Wisconsin 54945. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS SILVER BARS : The Judaic Heritage Society, Suite 4011, 866 United 
Nations Plaza, New York, New York 10017, has recently 
made available to the collector, The Ten Commandments in 
silver bars. The original designs by Chaim Gross were 
sculptured as the center theme of the International 
Synagogue at John F. Kennedy Airport in New York. Each 
Commandment, weighing one ounce, is pure silver and is 
tipped with 24 Karat gold to highlight the design. 

Each tablet measures 1-7/8" by 1-1/4" and are shipped 
in a blue satin-lined presentation case. Also furnished 
is a one foot high walnut Ark of the Covenant with ten spaces into which the pieces will 
fit. This set of ten works of art is for all collectors, the general Judaic collector, 
the Judaic bar collector and as a beautiful family heirloom for the home. The illustration 
is Number 10 "Thou shalt not covet". For more information and a brochure, write to 
Judaic Heritage at the above address. 

PROGRAM FOR AUGUST : The program for the August meeting will be a "special". We will 
have INSI member David Schecter as our speaker. As already stated, Dave has returned 
from an 18-month tour of Europe and Israel and will relate some interesting highlights 
of this extended trip. This will be illustrated by slides. Don't miss this interesting 
and informative program. Friends and other non-members are invited. 

ANNUAL DONATED AUCTION. BRING ITFMS 



President - Mr. Stewart Koppel Secretary - Mr. Robert Greenstein 

First Vice President - Dr. Morris Goldberg Treasurer - Mr. Robert Leonard 
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INSI BRIEFS 

A CATHOLIC MEDAL WITH JUDAIC SIGNIFICANCE 


by Robert Leonard 

One of our members recently brought a curious old medal to a meeting in the hope of 
learning more about it. He had purchased it as an anti-Semitic medal at a price of 

$40, and was afraid he had overpaid since he had second thoughts about its character. 

I offered to study this medal and tell him what I could learn, and found it to be so 
interesting as to be worthy of bringing its story before the entire membership. 

The medal is cast in copper, silver-plated, 40 mm in diameter. The obverse is inscribed 
"HAEC CORPORIS UMBRA FUTURI*" (this body foreshadows the future). Below the inscription 
are symbols of man's religious state before Christ: the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil, with fruit and serpent, symbolizing Original Sin; the Tablets of the Law; a 

scroll with Menora; a skull (representing Death?); and, in the foreground, a Paschal 

Lamb on a tray with sword behind and knife in front; and the artist's initials (script 
DF) below. 

The reverse inscription is "PRAESENTIS SYMBOLA CHRISTI•" (present contributions to the 
feast of Christ, or, more freely, present elements of the Mass). Below it is the paten, 
on which rests a box of "hosts" (communion wafers), chalice, and cruet; behind a Book 
of Gospels with illustration of (Ascension of?) Christ holding long cross, palm, and 
dove (representing Holy Spirit) holding (olive?) branch in mouth, perched on book; branch 
and stole (?) to left, ribbon to right. 

This design refers to the Paschal Lamb of Judaism foreshadowing the perfect sacrifice 
of Christ (celebrated by Catholics in the Mass), which fulfilled the Law. A succinct 
summary of this doctrine is given in The Paschal Meal (anonymous), published by Abbey 
Press of St. Meinrad, Indiana, 1975 (Imprimatur: The Most Rev. Karl J. Alter, D.D., 

LL.D., Archbishop of Cincinnati), page 7: "The blood of the lamb foreshadows the true 
Lamb whose blood delivered the world from the slavery of sin". So this medal is anti- 
Judaic, but not anti-Semitic. 

As to who made it, we can only guess. In L. Forrer's Biographical Dictionary of Medallists , 
London, Spink & Son, 1904, Volume 1, page 583, eight entries are given for the signature 
D.F. (not specifically noted as script). Of these, only four have any possibility of 
having produced a medal of this nature, and of these only one - Sebald Drentwett, 

1845-c. 1900- is mentioned as having produced undated religious medals. However, this 
medal seems to be much older than the 19th century. 

Its value, though, is commensurate with the price paid: a specimen was offered as lot 
2183 of Auction 131 of Karl Kress, Munich, November 16, 1964. In E.F. condition (about 
the same or slightly better than our member's specimen), it was estimated at 80 marks - 
$31.20 at today's rate of exchange. But it should be worth more than that 12 years later! 








OF ILLINOIS 


Box 932, Ravinia Station 
Highland Park, IL. 60035 


SEPTEMBER 1976 


BULLETIN 


The eighty-seventh general meeting of the Israel Numismatic 
Illinois (INSI) will be held at the 


Society of 


SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, September 22, 1976 


The important Jewish Holidays of ROSH HASHANAH and YOM KIPPUR occur during 
September and October. We wish our members and their families the best 
Holiday Greetings. 

After calling the meeting to order, President Stewart Koppel welcomed our 
guests. A special welcome to our newest member, Mr. Dick Elkins. We hope 
that he attends our meetings and takes an active part in club activities. 

Robert Leonard gave the Treasurer's report. Arrangements are being made 
to set up the new display that was sent by the Israel Government Coins & 

Medals Corp. in the main floor lobby of the Skokie Library. As the INSI 
gift subscription of Coin World to the Skokie Library is about to expire, 
it will be renewed. Stewart announced that a committee meeting will be held on 
Monday September 13, at the home of Peggy Goldsmith. Plans for the INSI 
Seminar of October 29-30, 1977 will be discussed. Harry Flower than spoke 
of the benefits of AINA membership and offered applications to interested 
persons. The displays were next. Due to the absence of Leo Hecht, Harry Flower 
was asked to act as Exhibits Chairman. Immediately after the exhibits, the 
speaker of the evening took over the meeting. INSI member David Schecter 
presented a program of slides and narration of his extended trip to Israel. 

Most of us have already seen slides taken in Israel, but this set was about 
the best that we have seen. Not only were they outstanding for their beauty, 
but many were of places that most of us have never seen before. We may 
say that Dave's set of slides was magnificent. We thank him for a very 
interesting and educational program. After the program, there were door 
prizes and refreshments. 

EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor was Robert Leonard. Bob displayed five coins 
of the leaders of the Third Crusade. These were displayed with information 
cards and he spoke briefly about these historical and interesting pieces. 

Of course these coins would be included in a collection of Coins of the Holy Land. 

Harry Flower was next with two new medals of Judaic interest from the French 
Mint. The first was of BENCJON BENN (1905—), a Russian born French artist, 
who celebrated his 50th anniversary as a painter and his 70th birthday. The 
second medal was of the Russian chemist DMITRI MENDELEYEFF (1834-1907). 

He is noted for the establishment of the periodic table of the elements. 

Both of these and many other medals are available from the French Mint, 

11 Quai de Conti, Paris 6, France. 
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Harry also had a page of so-called "Jew Nickels" from his 
album of Judaic related items. These interesting pieces 


were made by reengraving the Indian head on a U.S. Buffalo 
type nickel (Fig. 2 enlarged), so that the resulting head 

(Fig. 1 much enlarged), is suppose to represent 
the early American Jew with a hook nose 
and derby hat. These altered coins are 
intended to be uncomplimentary and degrading, 
some are actually anti-Semitic. One of the 
pieces in this collection of 14, is engraved 
"Jew Deal 1940". As these are individually 
made, all of them are different. 



Norbert Jericho related an interesting experience while on a recent Florida vacation. 

He had met a naval officer from an Israeli ship that was visiting Florida Port. 

Norbert asked if he had a picture of the ship that he could have as a souvenir. 

The officer responded by taking him aboard, showing him around and giving him two 
photos and a key chain with an Israeli Naval Medal attached. Norbert proudly exhibited 
these interesting items. 


The last exhibitor was Saul Needleman with a very interesting and unusual error 
coin. This was a United States 1976 Bicentennial half dollar, brockage - double 
struck making this piece a rare double error. 

COMMITTEE MEETING SET FOR SEPT. 13th : As announced at the last meeting, there will 
be a committee meeting Monday, Sept. 13, 1976 at Peggy Goldsmith's home (673-8514) 
at 8:00 p.m. To be discussed will be plans for the INSI Seminar to be held October 
29-30, 1977. Workers and chairmen are needed - for publicity, for exhibits, for security, 
for registration, etc. If you care to chair or to work on any of these committees, 
please attend this meeting. If you are unable to attend or receive this Bulletin 
too late, please call Peggy and let her know. 


FLASH - A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: While typing this Bulletin, your editor received 
a call from President Koppel. Stewart had received a call from Morris 
Bram of New York, informing him that Mr. Yitzhak Avni, Director of 
Israel Coins and Medals Corporation, would be in the United States in 
November and would be able to visit Chicago. Arrangements have been 
&\ m made, he will be our visitor 
at a special club meeting on 



Announcing ... 

The Honorable 
Yitzhak Avni 
to visit INSI 
Nov. 15. 1976 




Monday, November 15, 1976. This 
special meeting will take place 
’in our regular meeting room in the Skokie 
Public Library. Please mark your calendar 
for this date. Of course, this will 
replace the regular November meeting 
scheduled for the 4th Wednesday. Every 
member should make a sincere effort to 
attend this very important event. Friends 
and others interested in Israel, Judaica and 
Israel Numismatics are welcome to attend 
this meeting and hear and address by 


the top official of the Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation. 
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ISRAEL TO ISSUE ENTEBBE RESCUE MEDAL: The Israel Government Coins & Medals Corp. 
has announced that they plan to issue a State Medal commemorating the dramatic 
rescue of the 103 hostages from the Entebbe, Uganda Airport. This historical 
feat took place July 4, 1976. It is now called "Operation Jonathan", named after 
Col. Jonathan Netanyahu, the officer-in-charge who was shot and killed by a 
sniper during the rescue. 


A special committee has been appointed by the Prime Minister to select the design. 
It is scheduled for release in November, 1976 and probably will be issued in the 
following varieties: 


Gold: 

22 carat 

35 mm. 

1 

ounce 

Gold: 

18 carat 

30 mm. 

15 

grams 

Silver: 

sterling 

59 mm. 

115 

grams 

Silver: 

sterling 

45 mm. 

47 

grams 

Bronze: 


59 mm. 

115 

grams 


Mintage 3,000 
Mintage 5,000 
Mintage 5,000 
Mintage 7,000 
Mintage open 


All of the varieties to serially numbered: prices to be announced later. 




JUDAIC HERITAGE ISSUES ENTEBBE RESCUE MEDAL : In 1975, the Judaic Heritage Society 
had commissioned sculptor Abram Belskie to produce a medal honoring Theodor Herzl 

to be issued in 1976 on the 80th 
anniversary of his publication 
Per Judenstaat (The Jewish State). 


With the deliverance of the hijacked 
Jewish passengers back to Israel, 
the medal took on a new signi¬ 
ficance. It now became a perfect 
"Medal of Deliverance" to memo¬ 
rialize this dramatic rescue. 

The obverse features two rampant 
lions holding a Menorah, above 
the Hebrew word for Israel and 
below, a crown. Curved around is the 
legend SURELY HE SHALL DELIVER 
THEE (Psalm 91) ENTEBBE RESCUE- 


JULY 4, 1976. The reverse features Theodor Herzl, the father of the Jewish 
State, with his famous statement curved above IF YOU WILL IT-IT IS NO DREAM. 


The mintage will be limited to 400 in 24 carat gold, 38 mm. almost two troy ounces 
at $600.00; 5000 in sterling silver, 38 mm. at $27.00; and an unlimited number 
in bronze 38 mm. at $11.00. These are available from Judaic Heritage Society, 
Suite 4011, 866 United Nations Plaza, New York, N. Y. 10017. 


INSI PERSONALS : It sure was a pleasure seeing Marty Greene at the last meeting. 

Marty, you sure look like a "million" - we will be happy to see you more often. 

We wish to extend aspecial greeting to an old friend, Louis Goldstein. If you recall, 
Lou conducted the auction at our July, 1972 meeting. Thanks again Lou. (By the way, 
Mr. Goldstein is the owner of LUCKY LOU COINS, 3111 Devon Ave., Chicago 50559 
Phone: 465:8500). 

A bit of information: new member Dick Elkins is the curator of the J. C. Museum of 
Judaica of the Niles Township Synagogue, 4500 Dempster Ave., Skokie, Ill. Ph. 675-4141. 
Ben Odesser was the only INSI member to attend the ANA Convention in New York. 

We are looking forward to his report on the various events. 
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THE "TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL" THAT DIDN'T MAKE IT 
By Harry Flower 



In March, 1962, the first issue of a new series of medals "The Twelve Tribes of Israel" 
was released. This first issue was JUDAH. Three months later in June, 1962, the 
second issue DAN was released. That was the last - the series was discontinued. 

These medals were issued by Joseph Mirkovich, owner of North Hollywood Stamp & Coin, 

11738 Victory Boulevard, North Hollywood, California. Brochures were printed and there 
was a full page ad in Coin World , Friday, March 9, 1962, and a large ad for the second 
issue in June, 1962. Each medal was to be struck in .999 fine silver, maximum mintage 
of 1000 and in bronze, maximum mintage of 2,500, both types serially numbered. Issue 
price for the 41 mm medals was $16.50 for the silver and $3.50 for the bronze. Each 
medal was boxed with a historical document printed on parchment paper. Also available 
was a historical and pictorial album for each Tribe, die cut to hold a set of silver 
and bronze or one single medal. The albums were priced at $3.50 each. 

The series of medals was designed by internationally known architectural muralist, 

Dr. Joseph Young, Los Angeles, world renowned mosaicist, lecturer and author. 

Dr. Young's designs were based on his famed mosaic panels of the Twelve Tribes of Israel 
that are located in Shalom Memorial Park, Palatine, Illinois. The sculptor of the Twelve 
Tribes Medals was Cataldo Papaleo. His work may be seen at the Arlington Museum, 
Department of Interior Building, and the Library of Congress. The first two issues were 
struck by Medal lie Art Company, New York. 

The first medal for this series features a large stylized lion, rampant to the right; 
below, the Hebrew word for JUDAH. This was the symbol of the most powerful tribe of 
Ancient Judea. The reverse of the medal features a relief map of JUDAH, identified 
by name and a small lion. 

The obverse of the second medal features the Danite symbol, the Balance of Justice, with 
a horned viper curled around its base. In the lower left side, the Hebrew word for 
DAN. The reverse of the medal pictures a relief map of Dan, marked with name and symbol. 

This collector has both the JUDAH (Figure 1) and the DAN (Figure 2) medals in silver and 
bronze. They are well struck quality pieces of superior workmanship, and are beautiful 
works of art. They are of historical and numismatic importance and are a significant 
addition to any Judaic collection. It was an unfortunate situation, the lack of Judaic 
collector interest at that time, that forced the termination of the series after only 
two issues. 
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BULLETIN 

The next meeting of INSI will be on: 


Box 932, Ravinia Station 
Highland Park, IL. 60035 


October 27, 1976 
8:00 p.m. 

Skokie Library 

5215 Oakton Street, Skokie, Ill. 


The Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois opens the new year with two special 
meetings worthy of your attention. 

For October, we have scheduled a very special speaker's meeting. We are fortunate in 
having Dr. Sholom Singer who is the Rabbi of Bnai Torah Congregation in Highland Park. 
Rabbi Singer will speak on: 

"The Origins and Development of Jewish Mysticism" 


Rabbi Singer is an internationally known authority on the subject of mysticism and has 
written a number of papers on this interesting topic. He has been an invited lecturer 
at Oxford University in England as well as at other European seats of learning and 
has spoken in several eastern U.S. universities where he was part of the special 
faculty for the study of religious mysticism. 

Dr. Singer is a very dynamic speaker and is well worth hearing. Your friends will 
thank you for bringing them to hear this outstanding speaker. 

The November meeting will feature Mr. Yitzhak Avni, Director General of the Israel 
Government Coins and Medals Corporation. He will be visiting INSI on Monday, £ 

November 15, 1976. This is a change from our usual date and this will replace our 
usual meeting for November. Mr. Avni will be accompanied by Morris Bram, President 
of AINA and by -Nahum-Hacohen,- North American Director of IGCMC. Each will have some 
interesting words for members of INSI and AINA which will affect the future of our 
numismatic collections. 


The new officers for INSI for 1977 also will be elected at the November meeting! 

RECAP OF SEPTEMBER MEETING : Due to the absence of President Stewart Koppel, the 
First Vice President, Dr. Morris Goldberg, conducted the meeting. After the Treasurer's 
report by Robert Leonard, Saul Needleman gave a briefing on our planned Seminar/ 
Convention. The date and location of this event have been changed. This INSI event 
will be held at the Chicago-O'Hare Holiday Inn,3301 N. Mannheim Road, Schiller Park, 
Illinois, on October 29-30, 1977. Be sure and make a note of this date and mark your 
next year s calendar. This will be our first coin show and its success will depend 
on the cooperation of the INSI members. Ben Odesser spoke on the AINA Convention in 
New York. Up to date, this was the greatest numismatic event ever held. We thank 
Ben for his report. The exhibits were next, followed by the program of the evening. 
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This was an AINA slide presentation of the "Historical City-Coin Medals of Israel". 

Not only were the ancient coins and modern medals shown, but the present archaeological 
sites of these ancient cities. The text was written by Claire and Ben Abel son of 
Los Angeles; Ben was the narrator. This was a beautiful, historical and a most 
interesting slide program. We thank INS of Cleveland for making these available to 
us. Of course, we thank Saul for acting as the projectionist. 

Exhibits : Robert Leonard displayed some U.S. cents that had been counter-struck. Some 
of these were of interest to the Judaic collector. Bob also had a copy of the 
San Francisco Herald from 1855. Among the interesting ads was one from Wells Fargo & 
Company to deliver gold and another ad from a Kosher butcher. David Schecter displayed 
a medal from the 1881 class reunion of Yale. This had the University's Coat of Arms 
with Hebrew inscription. Saul Needleman exhibited several coins with Hebrew words; 
his latest acquisition of "Jehovah" coins and medals. 

THE INSI 1977 ANNUAL BANQUET : We have just received word from Peggy Goldsmith of this 
coming event. Please mark your 1977 calendar. The INSI Awards and Installation 
Banquet will be held at the Fireside Inn, 9101 Waukegan Road, Morton Grove, Illinois, 
on S aturda yr January 16, 1977. The beef dinner will be $11.25 and the fish dinner, 
$10.75 per person. Reservations will be accepted at the October meeting. Let us all 
plan to attend the big social event of the year. 

INSI PERSONALS : Although not published last month, the September birthdays were 
Abe DeKoven, George Jaskiewicz, and Saul Needleman. The October birthdays are 
Harry Flower, Cy Lillien, Sid Lorber, and Michael Sporn. We wish both months many 
happy returns! 

Congratulations are in order for Ben Odesser. He was re-elected to the Board of Token 
and Medal Society. 

Guess who will celebrate their anniversary this month? Best wishes to Alvin and 
Peggy Goldsmith! 


NEW ISRAEL HANUKKA COIN : Now being released is the new 1976 Hanukka Coin, saluting 
the Bicentennial of the United States. This 10 pound coin, which is the 5th in this 

series, features an early American Hanukka lamp 
from the collection of the Jewish Museum of 
New York. The coin will be struck in two 
varieties;B.U. silver, mintmarked with the Star 
of David, smooth edges, with a maximum of 25,000 
and proof silver, mintmarked with Hebrew "mem", 
milled edges, with a maximum mintage of 20,000. 

For comparison, the mintage was 44,400 in B.U. 
and 33,650 in proof last year. Due to the limited 
maximum mintage, it would be advisable not to 
delay your order. Those ordering from AINA or 
IGCMC have a deadline of October 31, 1976. Club 
orders will be available at the October meeting. Remember, if you plan to place an 
order through INSI, you must be prepared to make payment at this time. The prices are 
about $10.00 for the B.U. and about $18.50 for the proof. 

n 

NEW ISRAEL 5 AGOROT COIN : A new 5 Agorot trade coin (illustrated enlarged) struck in 
aluminum was released September 2 for circulation in Israel. This new coin is 



Hanukka Coin 1976/5737 
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identical to those of earlier years that were struck in aluminum-bronze except for the 

metal and year of issue, now bearing the Hebrew 
year 5736 corresponding to 1976. These new 
pieces are 17.6 mm. in diameter, have plain 
edges and have an average weight of 0.77 grams 
(+ or - 0.02 grams). The changeover to aluminum 
was made necessary by skyrocketing production 
costs. These new coins are now the smallest 
denomination in circulation, replacing the 
discontinued aluminum one Agora. The Bank of 
Israel is considering the adoption of aluminum 
for the 10 Agorot as well. 


ENTEBBE SILVER BAR RELEASED : The International Silver Ingot Company, Phoenix, Arizona, 
just released a one ounce silver bar, with a mintage of 500, to record the Israeli 
Rescue at Entebbe Airport in Uganda. This piece is not a medal, but is a silver ingot, 
attractive, historical and an item for the Judaic collector. Silver bar collecting 
is a specialized field of numismatics and is 
quite popular in this country. Some Judaic 
collectors have collections of bronze, 
silver, and gold ingots that are of Judaic 
interest. This Entebbe silver bar is 
available from the distributor, Tom Greathouse, 

2601 Penny Lane, #230, Austin, Texas 78758, for 
$12.00 each. 




President - Mr. Stewart Koppel 

First Vice President - Dr. Morris Goldberg 

Second Vice President - Mr. Leo Hecht 

Board Members - Dr. Herbert Lippitz, Mr. Aaron Kaplan, 


Secretary - Mr. Robert Greenstein 
Treasurer - Mr. Robert Leonard 
Editor - Mr. Harry Flower 
Dr. Saul Needleman. Mr. Harry Flower 
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HEBREW LETTERS HELP STOP COLONIAL COUNTERFEITING by Saul B. Needleman 
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November, 1976 


BULLETIN 


The eighty-ninth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INS I) 
will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 



Monday, November 15, 1976 8:00 p.m . 


Our Visitors 
Nov. 15 , 1976 
YITZHAK AVNI 
NAHUM HACOHEN 
MORRIS BRAM 




We believe that all of our members are now aware of the distinguished visitors that will 
attend our November meeting. Please note that this meeting will not be held on the 
regular date, but will take place on Monday, November 15, 1976, in our reqular meetinq 
room in the Skokie Library. 


Our principal visitor will be Mr. Yitzhak Avni of 
the Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation 
his words are the authority in Israeli Numismatics 
to all Judaic collectors. Questions may be asked 


Jerusalem, the Director General of 
. Mr. Avni is a dynamic speaker and 
. He will bring a message of importance 
at the end of his address. 


Many of you know and respect Mr. Nahum H. Hacohen, New York, from previous visits. He 
is the North American Director of the Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation, 
now located at 541 Lexington Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 (telephone 212/486-8546). 

Of course, Mr. Hacohen will also speak to us. 


Our third visitor will be Mr. Morris Bram of New York, President of American Israel 
Numismatic Association. He is the founder of AINA, our parent organization, that is 
one of the largest numismatic groups in the world. Morris is an old friend; it is 
always a pleasure to have him visit our club. He always presents a talk that is 
interesting and informative that deals with AINA, INSI and our hobby. We are looking 
forward to his address. a 
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We want to emphasize the importance of this meeting to our members. Everyone should 
make a special effort to attend. Remember, our three visitors are the most important 
people in the world associated with modern Israeli Numismatics. Friends and other non¬ 
members interested in Judaica and Judaic Numismatics are welcome. There is plenty of 
parking space available and, of course, there is no charge. 

During the afternoon of 11/15, Stewart Koppel will meet and pick up our guests at O'Hare 
and take them to their hotel. That evening they will be dinner guests of INSI. Any 
member is welcome to join this group for dinner (Dutch treat) at the Hyatt House, Touhy 
and Lincoln, at 6:00 p.m. From there, the group will proceed to the Skokie Library for 
the meeting. 


RECAP OF OCTOBER MEETING: President Stewart Koppel opened the meeting by welcoming the 
guests. Bob Leonard then gave the Treasurer's report. Peggy Goldsmith reminded the 
members of the INSI Annual Dinner that is to take place on Sunday, 1/16/77, 6:00 p.m. 
at the Fireside Inn of Morton Grove, 9101 Waukegan Road. Please set aside this date and, 
of course, send in your check as soon as possible. The beef dinner is $11.25 and the 
fish is $10.75 which includes all costs. As Seminar Chairperson, Peggy requested members 
to please contact her (637-8514) if they would like to work on a committee. This important 
event will take place October 29-30, 1977. Please mark you 1977 calendar. Stewart then 
displayed the 1976 AINA Banquet medal. The beautiful 1-1/2" bronze by Medal lie Art Co. 
of Danbury, Ct., features the reverse of the AINA Bicentennial Medal (see INSI Bulletin, 
May, 1976, page 3) on one side and on the other side, the famous "Washington Crossing the 
Delaware". This scarce medal (only 300 struck) was sent to us by AINA and will be 
raffled at $1.00 per chance, at the November meeting. Some lucky person will own this 
historical and significant medal for only $1.00. Saul Needleman reported on the results 
of the nominating committee. Their slate is as follows: 


President: 
1st Vice President: 
2nd Vice President: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 


Dr. Morris Goldberg 
Robert Leonard 
Peggy Goldsmith 
Sanford Aronin 
Robert Schwartz 


The election will take place at the December meeting. At that time, nominations will be 
accepted from the floor. Member Donald Oppenheim related some experiences on a recent 
European trip. He visited Switzerland, France and Italy and told of their monetary 
problems. Italy was in a real chaotic condition, due to the lack of small change. Paper 
scrip, issued by banks was in circulation. We thank Don for a very interesting report on 
the current monetary situation in several European countries. The exhibits were next, 
followed by a recess during which refreshments were enjoyed. Saul Needleman introduced 
the speaker of the evening, Rabbit Sholom Singer of B'nai Torah Congregation, 2789 Oak St., 
Highland Park. Dr. Singer spoke on "The Origins and Development of Jewish Mysticism", 
a subject of which he is an internationally known authority. This is a most interesting 
subject and combined with his dynamic presentation, he gave us an outstanding program. 

We thank Dr. Singer for one of the most enjoyable and interesting evenings and hope that 
he will visit us again and present us with another lecture. In appreciation, he was 
presented with an engraved club medal. 


EXHIBITS : Due to the absence of the exhibits chairman, Harry Flower took over his duties. 
This was a banner evening for exhibits - probably more exhibitors than at any other meeting. 
We heard short talks on many items of Judaica - this form of member participation is of 
benefit to all. The member shares his possession with the other members who enjoys 
hearing about it. The club will be more meaningful to all members with these short 
"Show and Tell" programs. Every member should get involved. 

The first exhibitor was Hugh Pearl. Hugh displayed a medal from the Kennedy Space Center. 




Centerl^BerTodesser^had five U siiver n medals^struck P by a the^Frank?in^M?nt^ n The*meda?s^were 

of the series "Gallery of Great Amen cans in 39 e ^°M b ert V Ei n stein and George Gershwin. 
Stewart^Koppei hibtteS'a 5 SHftnEK 34 ™ copper -dais featuring a picture 
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inscription KAICAPC instead of KAICAPOC. Sanford Aronin exhibited five old Hebrew Pray 
Books for the High Holidays. These were printed in 733, 1839, etc. n " ™^erdam, 

Stockholm Germany and Hungary. In one of these books, Sandy found a schedule of Services 
of the Frankfurt Synagogue dated 1939, probably the last before it was b> ^ he 

Nazis. We thank Sandy for bringing this very impressive group of books for us to see. 

Saul Needleman had a recent book. The Twelve Caesars, by Michael Grant, Charles Scribner 
Sons New York, 1975. This volume would be useful to the collector of the ancients. 

Or Herbert [i Witz brought a fabulous book, a 1725 London ed * ° f . TheC«Me^orks 

of Flavius Josephus. This large folio size volume was printed in English, it was in 
remarkably fine^'condi tion with original leather binding, complete with illustrations and 
maps. 

The last exhibitor was Harry Flower, who displayed the silver and bronze DAN and JUDAH 
medals of the Twelve Tribe Series of 1962 that was never completed (see INS Bullet n 
September, 1976). He also had the pewter, bronze and silver TAMS 1976 Meeting Medals 
(see INSI Bulletin, August, 1976) depicting the Statue of Liberty and part of Emma 
Lazarus' sonnet. The New Colossus. Finally, Harry had the ENTEBBE one ounce silver bar 
as illustrated in last month's Bulletin, along with the paperback 90 Minutes at _Entebbe 
by William Stevenson, Bantam Books, New York, 1976. 

1977 INSI DUES: It is almost next year and club dues will be soon due. Bob will accept 
payment at either the November or December meetings. 

INSI PERSONALS: Congratulations are in order for the Robert Leonard Family which just 
increased by "one. Anne Catherine weighed in at 6 lbs., 2 ounces on October 27. Both 
mother and baby are fine and Bob looked pretty good on the night of the October meeting. 

Congratulations are also in order to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Oppenheim on the marriage of 
their daughter, Karen, to Hanoch Barak of Israel. We wish all the best to the newlyweds. 
(It was nice having you at the last meeting, Don.) 

November birthdays are Robert Gartenberg, Stewart Koppel, Jeffrey Lillien and Sherry 
Nortman - Have a happy month! 


INSI 

P.0. Box 932 
Ravinia Station 

Highland Park, Illinois 60035 









INSI BRIEF 


The Toivo Johnson 
VICTOR D. BRENNER MEDAL 



This medal was issued in 1962 to commemorate and to honor Victor David Brenner, one of 
the greatest American sculptor-medalists of the 20th century. This issue is the second 
in the series "Coin Medals Commemorating Great Coin Designers". 

Victor D. Brenner (1871-1924) was born in Russia and immigrated to the United States 
in 1890. Here he worked as a die-cutter and engraver badges, later becoming a designer 
of medallions, plaques and tablets. He became renowned for his mastery of bas-relief 
portraiture. His best-known creation, of course, is the head of Lincoln on the United 
States one-cent coin. This coin has been in continuous production from 1909 to the 
present. 

This medal was designed and issued by Toivo Johnson of Brewer, Maine. It was sculptured 
by Robert S. Schabel and struck by The Metal Arts Co., Rochester, N.Y. The medal was 
in one size only, 76 mm. (3 inches) and in bronze and .999 fine silver. 

The edge of both varieties are plain; both marked "The Metal Arts Co., Inc., Roch. N.Y.". 
In addition, the silver variety is marked: ".999 silver" and is serially numbered. 

The entire side of the obverse is a depiction of the Greek and Roman god, Mercury, as 
Brenner visualized him on a medal that he had made in 1902. At the lower-right side 
is an American Shield. 

The reverse features Lincoln's log cabin with the busts of Lincoln and Brenner on each 
side. Curved around the sides and bottom are rails, one with Lincoln's axe and one with 
wedges, symbolizing his early activity. The legend above VICTOR DAVID BRENNER/MDCCCLXXI 
MCMXXIV/MASTER ENGRAVER, SCULPTOR-MEDALIST/DESIGNER OF THE 1909 LINCOLN CENT/ ON THE 
OBVERSE IS DEPICTED/ HIS BEAUTIFUL RENDITION/ OF / MERCURY. Parellels in the lives 
of these two famous people is inscribed below: 


ABRAHAM AND VICTOR/WERE HUMBLE BORN/IN DIFFERENT FIELDS OF SERVICE/ONE ACHIEVED ETERNAL 
GLORY/THE OTHER LASTING FAME. At the center bottom VDB. 
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DECEMBER, 1976 BULLETIN 

The ninetieth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) 
will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, December 15, 1976, at 8:00 p.m. 

Please note that the December meeting will not take place on the usual date, but will 
be on December 15, 1976, in the first floor Auditorium. As this is the holiday 
season, we will have our annual Hanukkah party at this time. There will also be a 
showing of slides, displays of Judaic and numismatic material and an evening of 
socializing with your fellow members. 


RECAP OF NOVEMBER MEETING : President Stewart Koppel opened the meeting by welcoming 
the many guests. After Robert Leonard gave the Treasurer's report, Peggy Goldsmith 
announced that our annual Installation and Awards Dinner will take place January 16, 
1977, at the Fireside Inn. Peggy also asked for a meeting at her home on Monday, 
December 13 at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the INSI Convention that will be held October 29-30, 
1977. Helpers are needed, contact her if you want to be a part of the show. President 
Koppel then conducted the voting for 1977 INSI officers. The slate that was selected 
by the nominating committee was unanimously voted in as there were no nominations from 
the floor. We want to congratulate our new officers: 


President: 
1st Vice President: 
2nd Vice President: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 


Dr. Morris Goldberg 
Robert Leonard 
Peggy Goldsmith 
Sanford Aronin 
Robert Schwartz 


The installation will take place at the INSI Dinner, January 16, 1977. Special thanks 
are due to the outgoing officers who are ending their two-year terms. As this was a 
special meeting, there was only one exhibit. Robert Leonard displayed an interesting 
and historical coin from Neopolis, Samaria (Nablus). This was a 24 mm bronze of 
Volusian, 251-253 C.E. with the bust of the emperor on the obverse. The reverse 
features Mt. Gerizim supported on the back of an eagle. 

Our first guest speaker was Mr. Morris Bram of New York, President of the American 
Israel Numismatic Association. As usual Morris delivered a very interesting and 
important talk. His main topic was AINA and he reviewed its many benefits. Any one 
interested in Israeli or Judaic numismatics should become a member. Those who join now 
will receive the last two issues of The Shekel from 1976, plus, of course, all issues 
for 1977. He then told us of the recent contest for an AINA Medal design. This new 
Medal will be issued in 45 mm silver and 59 mm bronze and struck by the Israel 
Government for AINA members. Morris then stated that the AINA Convention that takes 
place in New York in May will now be an annual event. He also spoke of the 9th Annual 
Study Tour to Israel. This will take place on March 7 through 21, 1977. If you plan 
a special vacation next year, this is your chance for the best and most meaningful one. 

For a brochure, write to AINA, P.0. Box 499, Fresh Meadows Stations, Flushing, N.Y. 11365. 
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Mr. Yitzhak Avni, Director General of the Israel Government Coins & Medals Corporation, 
then took the floor. As we stated before, he is a dynamic speaker and it was a real 
pleasure to have had him with us again. He spoke of Israel Coins and Medals - he gave 
us the history of the birth of the new official Entebbe Medal. It was a fascinating 
story how the design was evolved; a symbolic aircraft, representing both the Israel 
Army and Air Force, with the legend OPERATION: JONATHAN 4th July, 1976. On the other 
side in Hebrew and in English, the Biblical Verse, HE SENT FROM ABOVE AND TOOK ME. 

Mr. Avni had the enlarged drawings of both sides of this beautiful and meaningful medal. 

I am sure that most of us will want at least one of the varieties when they will become 
available. The medals will be struck in bronze, silver and gold. The gold edition will 
weigh one ounce and will be priced at $325.00. Full information will be forthcoming. 

We regret that Mr. Nahum Hacohen of New York was unable to visit us at this time. We 
are looking forward to his visit at a later date. We want to thank both Mr. Bram and 
Mr. Avni for coming to Chicago visiting our club. It is always an honor and a pleasure 
to have them with us. In appreciation, Mr. Avni was presented with an engraved plaque 
and Mr. Bram with an engraved club medal. 

After the speakers, a raffle was held for the AINA Dinner Medal. This medal was issued 
in New York by AINA in August, 1976, and was sent to our club by Mr. Bram, for which we 
thank him. The lucky winner was Donald Oppenheim. Congratulations, Don! Delicious cake 
and coffee was then served. We thank Peggy for baking the excellent goodies. 

INSI ANNUAL DINNER : We want to repeat, the INSI Annual Installation and Awards Banquet 
will be held on Sunday, January 16, 1977, 6:00 p.m. at the Fireside Inn, 9101 Waukegan Rd., 
Morton Grove, Illinois. The beef is $11.25 and the fish dinner is $10.75, which includes 
all costs. Please make out your check to INSI and give to Peggy at the December meeting. 

If unable to attend this meeting, please call Peggy (673-8514) and make your reservation. 
This is important - please cooperate. 

PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER : As already stated, this is our Annual Hanukkah Party Meeting. 

There will be plenty of goodies for everyone; also there will be a showing of a very 
interesting set of slides, "Symbols on Coins". This will be our first showing of these 
AINA slides; we have been told that they are fantastic. Of course, we have our monthly 
displays. If possible, try to bring an item relating to Hanukkah, display it and give 
a brief talk about it. This meeting should be very interesting, informative and 
enjoyable. Bring the kids and any other interested friends. 

INSI PERSONALS : From a recent trip to Israel, we welcome back Pearl and Melvin Greenstein. 
Among the things they brought back with them was -- did you see the new "Shekel" belt 
buckle that Bob Greenstein is wearing? 

We would like to remind our members of the "Jewish Bicentennial Exhibit" that will be in 
progress from November 16, 1976, to January 2, 1977, at the Museum of Science and 
Industry. This exhibit will feature artifacts, memorabilia, audio-visuals, photos, 
and graphics depicting 300 years of the Jewish experience in America and the Jewish 
contributions to the American Life. 

Although we do not have a complete list of membership birthdays, we extend our greetings 
to the following who have December birthdays: Nathan Eglit. Dr. Morris Goldberg, 

Alvin Goldsmith, Robert Greenstein, Henry Jaskiewicz, Dr. H. J. Melom, Louis Nagy, 

Benjamin Nortman, Ben Odesser, and Donald Oppenheim. 

THE 1976 FRANKLIN MINT HANUKKAH MEDAL : As in past years since 1970, the Franklin Mint 
has issued a beautiful Hanukkah Medal. This 40 mm. piece was struck in sterling silver 
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proof and in proof bronze, sculptured by Neila Kun from a design by Mark Aron. The 
M obverse features the five brothers who became 

known as the Maccabees. The date, 165 B.C.E., 
is believed to be the date on which the Temple 
was retaken from the Greeks. The ceremonial oil 
lamp on the medal's reverse is the type that were 
used in the eastern Mediterranean region about 
20 centuries ago. The silver editions are issued 
in lucite holders with a stand while the bronze 
medals are part of a beautiful greeting card. 
These are available from most coin dealers. 

ENTEBBE ELONGATED ISSUED: For the Judaic 
collector who saves elongated coins, a recent release is now available. This issue was 
a tribute to the Israeli rescue operation at Entebbe, 

Uganda, July 4, 1976. These elongateds were rolled _ 

on United States cents and dimes. They are available 
from House of Elongateds, 1390 East 6th Street, 

Beaumont, California 92223. The prices are 50<t 
each for the cents and $1.00 each for the dimes; 
minimum order is $2.00. 
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HENRIETTA SZOLD, 




JEWISH-AMERICAN HALL OF FAME MEDAL : This is the 8th in the series of 

Jewish-American Hall of Fame issued by 
The Judah Magnes Memorial Museum, 

2911 Russell Street, Berkeley, California 
94705. This issue is a double commemor¬ 
ative, honoring both Henrietta Szold and 
Hadassah, the organization that she 
founded. As with the other medals in this 
series, it is a trapezoid with rounded 
corners, 2 inches in diameter weighing 
about 2.5 troy ounces. The .999 fine 
silver edition has a mintage of 500; the 
bronze is limited to 1000 pieces, both 
serially numbered. This outstanding medal 
was the work of sculptress Gerta Wiener and was struck in high relief by Medal!ic Art Co. 
of Danbury, Connecticut. The obverse features this famous social worker, her name 
HENRIETTA SZOLD around the sides and top and the dates 1860-1945 at the bottom. The 
reverse depicts her with a group of young people and the inscription "Make Mine Eyes 
Look Towards the Future..", the theme of Hadassah's 60th anniversary in 1972. The bottom 
inscription in Hebrew is the Hadassah motto "The Healing of the Daughter of My People". 

The medals in both silver and bronze are currently available. For a brochure, write to 
the above address. 

DUES ARE DUE : Time sure flies - it's that time of year again - to pay your club dues. 

Bob Leonard will accept your payment at the meeting. Why not start the new year by 
paying now! 


INSI 

P.0. Box 932 
Ravinia Station 

Highland Park, Illinois 60035 







The Megillah cast in poetic form by Samuel Mendel son 
who is a cousin of INSI member Jerome Cohen. 


THE STORY OF PURIM 
When Darius, the great King, died, 

His son, Ahasuerus reigned; 

And with Queen Vashti at his side 
He felt secure in kingly fame. 

The Palace, once in Babylon, 

Was moved to Elam at Shushan; 

And often, when the day was done, 

He wined and dined his noble clan. 

One day the King prepared a feast 
Which all the Nobles did attend, 

And where the Queen, to say the least. 

Was ordered to confront these men. 

But. Vashti, vain and regal, too, 

Refused this drunken crowd this treat; 
Ahasuerus, angered through. 

Removed her from her queenly seat. 

Ahasuerus did proclaim 
That all his princes sally forth 
To find all beauties in his name 
And introduce them to the Court. 

When this assembly was complete 
The King would have to make a choice 
Where love would cause his heart to beat 
So that the Kingdom would rejoice! 

Now in this land lived Mordecai, 

An honest Jew and very wise 
Who had a cousin sweet and shy, 

A beauty any King would prizel 
Her parents died when she was young. 

And he had raised her as his own; 

And all the songs that love had sung 
Reflected in her eyes that shone! 

Her name was Esther which means ''STAR,” 
Which gave the Cause a just report; 

Her beauty was to travel far - 
She joined the others at the Court. 

When Esther stood before the King 
His love for her was like a dream; 

The Crown he had his servant bring 
He placed on Esther as his Queen! 

Now Mordecai sat by the gate — 

He saw two keepers acting strange, 

He managed to communicate 
Their plot to kill the King arrange! 

Through Esther's servant, Mordecai 
Informed the King this savage plot; 

The schemers hanged on gallows high — 

This service in the record got! 

A man named Haman came to power. 
Became the right hand of the King; 

He sought attention every hour 
And gloated over everything. 

And when he faced the multitude 
They bowed, obedient and true; 

But Mordecai, God fearing, stood. 

With Haman seething, angered through! 

"Who is he sitting at the gate 
Who will not bow like others do." 

And Haman's servants saw his hate: 

"That man is Mordecai the Jew!" 

But Haman did not know the Queen 
Was cousin to proud Mordecai. 

And Haman swore an oath obscene 
That every Jew must surely diel 

Then Haman went unto the King 
And told him lies about the Jews, 

And said a law would be the thing 
And send all Provinces this news. 


It was proclaimed throughout the land 
That all the Jews were to be slain, 

Collecting all the spoils they can - 
Divide among them as their gain. 

When Mordecai had read this law 
He tore his clothes and sackcloth wore; 

And all the misery he saw 
He prayed to God and did implore 
To save His people from this plight 
And to correct this grave mistake. 

He prayed to God with all his might 
That from this nightmare he would wake! 

And Esther, from her Queenly view, 

Saw Mordecai in grave despair; 

She soon would learn what she should do — 

She made her servant hurry there. 

And when she heard of Haman's scheme, 

To Mordecai her words did say, 

"For three days fast, and God Supreme 
Will hear you when you kneel to prayl” 

Now Haman built a gallows high 
In preparation for his plan; 

But first he would hang Mordecai 
Then follow through as best he can. 

Then Haman counseled with his wife. 

And she agreed with what he'd done; 

She spoke about their future life 
And pleasures with the joys he'd won. 

Now Esther went unto the King 
Who held his golden sceptre high, 

Which meant his love was everything, 

A love he knew would never die. 

She spoke about a three day feast 
With Haman as the honored guest. 

To Esther Haman was a beast 
Who had to pass a rigid test. 

The first day Haman feasted well. 

He felt real tall in this display; 

The second day the wine did tell 
And then some bragging had its way. 

The third day Esther told the King 
Of Haman's gallows high for blood; 

Of Mordecai's reported thing 

That would have done the King no goodl 

The record spoke for Mordecai 
About informing for the King; 

The two assassins had to die, 

And that took care of everything. 

Ahasuerus changed the law 
And saved the Jews from genocide. 

The gallows Haman built with awe 
Hung him instead of Mordecai! 

The King made Mordecai his Chief 
With regal robing for the part. 

And all the Jews gave up their grief 
And thanked the Lord with all their heart! 

And Mordecai was wise and good, 

He served his King and country well; 

All peoples joined in brotherhood 
As histories will always tell 

And so, when Purim comes your way. 

Thank God that Esther was the Queen 
Whose love grew stronger every day 
And answered even/ Jewish dream. 

And when you pray to God above, 

There is a truth to realize: 

THAT LOVE IS GOD, AND GOD IS LOVE - 
THAT LOVE, IMMORTAL, NEVER DIES! 

- Samuel Mendelson 



